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E and Admiral of the Fleets and 


Naval Forces of ENGLAND. 


CONTAINING... 5 


A Full Account of his b Am 


_ chi *ements by Sea and Land, more eſpe- 
cially by Sea; where he obtained many 
ſurprizing Victories over Dutch, French, 
Spaniards, and Oy; 2 50 as well as 
Chriſtians. | | | 


To which i is ; ales; 


ASkxztcH of a Compariſon ES the 
Two Great Ations againſt the . | 
at Sande Cruz and Porto Bello, | 2 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


$1R, 


WINNERS have addreſvd this Hiſtory . 
Wo N to Your. Honour without Your, 
9. 5 Conſent or Knowledge, I can- 
not have the Preſumprion to pre- 
fix Your Name to it, in the 
vſuat Manner; nor could I addreſs it to any 
other noble Perſon ſo properly as Yourſelf, 
whoſe Conduct and whoſe Courage, in 
- the Service of Your Country, whole Con- 
cern for its 'Welfare, for its Navigation, 
Commerce and Glory, whoſe Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion, and inviolable Attach- 
ment to the Principles of Liberty, are ſo con- 
ſonant to what will be here found in the Cha- 
racter of Admiral Blake; Your own, Sir, 
comes lo near it, that it ſtands in a Parallel 
with it, for thoſe diſtinguiſhing Qualities, 
| en were the Wonder of the Age he lived 
A 2 | in 


B | P 
Fre” . 1 


„ DEDICATION. - 
in. the moſt productive of Wonders in 


Engliſh Story, and would be the Wonder of 
the Ages to come, if an Hiſtorian could be 
found equal to the Work, to ſet his Hiſtory 
in its true and full Light, which You 
will perceive was too ſtrong for my weak 


Sight, and too dazzling to be communicated 
to the Reader in its due Luſtre. ” 


1 will not be ſe unjuſt to the Merit of our 
Gallant Sea Officers to imagine, that if they 


come ſhore of Admiral Blake, in Succeſs and 
. Glory, it is for want of Courage and Ca- 
pacity. The Difference is in the Times, not 


the Men. we of and Valour were then the 
Mode, Religion and Policy were reconciled. 


The Wiſdom, Vigour,. Diſpatch and Har- 

mony of Counſels at Home, contributed more 
than any T hing to the Succeſs Abroad. 
The Terror of the Exgliſß Arms, the Re- 


putation of a wiſe, fteady and trium- 
phant State, could not but animate thoſe 
that ſerved in their Fleets and Armies, to ex- 


ecute their Orders, with the ſame Spirit they 


were iſſued; but it would be impertinent in 


me to enumerate the Particulars of this Dif- 


ference, with which Your Honour is much 
better acquainted than I can pretend to be; 


and, if I am not miſtaken, the Experience of 
this Truth was in Your Name, and I ſuppoſe 


Your Family, for I find it among the brave 
Commanders that ſerved with Blake, Ayſcue, 


Dean, Montagu, Lawſon, Stayner, and the 
| other 


| 
— 
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DEDICATION. 
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other Maritime Worthies of thoſe worthy 


Times, Lo ya Eo in. 4 ES 2 
This, Sir, was a further Temptation to 

me, to preſent You this imperfect Copy of 
a perfect Original, and I muſt confeſs, ano- 
ther was, to have an Opportunity, with as 
little Offence as I could, to declare, that I 
am, with the higheſt Efteem, and the moſt 
profound Reſpect, | 8 | 


RT 
Nur moi devoted, and | 
moft obedient bumble Servant. 
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| That it was become neceſſary by 
the Incident of the preſent Maritime War, is 
obvious to all who are apprized of what great 
Uſe the Example of former brave and wiſe 
Commanders is, to thoſe who ſucceed in the 
like Commands, and who are inſtructed and 
animated by the Knowledge, Experience and 
Valour of the Generals and Admirals that 
were employed before them, in the Service of 
the State, There is not᷑ in Hiſtory a greater 
Example of this Kind, than that of Ge- 
neral Blake, whoſe Courage, Conduct, Fi- 
delity, Diſintereſt and Publick Spirit; as 
they had no Parallel in Hiſtory before his 
Time, ſo we miy-. deſpair that ſo ma- 
ny heroick Qualities will ever meet again in 
the ſame Character, in our own or any other 
Times. His Love of his Country, his Con- 
-tempt of Riches, his Valour, and his Mili- 
tary Accompliſhments, did ſo reconcile He- 
aiſm and Patriotiſm, that his Soul ſeemed 


too 


— 


— 


9 


too large for the Sphere he was to act in, tho 
that had, in ſome Manner, the ſame Bounds 
with the Ocean. His Pubick Spirit and 

Diſintereſt are a moſt delightful Subject for a 
good Engliſhman to dwell upon, in Writing 
and Reading, but how wonderfully would it 
add to the Delight, if there were the leaſt 
Hopes, that any Improvement in modern 
Practice would be made by ſuch Leſſons, 
which, it is to be feared, would, if more in- 
culcated, have as little Succeſs, as the 
Warmth of his religious Zeal, and the Purity 
of his Morals. © | „ 

One cannot help obſerving, With what Ex- 
pedition and Exactneſs all his Maritime 
Wants were ſupplied; how compleat and de- 
ciſive his Powers were; how readily and punc- 
tually all his Orders were obeyed; what Con- 
cord, what Harmony between him and his 
Officers; what Union and Love among them- 
ſelves; what general and ſteady Adherence 
to the Common Cauſe, as if the ſame Soul 
inſpired them all; and that Soul was Admi- 
ü ral Blake. | 8 | n Eos 

J could not but take Notice, that in his Hiſ- 
tory, and, indeed, in the General Hiſtory of 
his Times, there is not one Word faid of pro- 
digious Fortunes raiſed, and pompous Dig- 
nities acquired, to tempt. future Ambi- 
tion and Avarice, at a Time when there was 
more Glory and Treaſure acquired by the 

Maritime Arms of Exgland, under this Ad- 
N . miral, 
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miral, than had been in any other Period 
of our Annals, or is like ever to be; but 
4 rough and firm Virtue prevailed, a 


great Concern for the Publick Intereſt, by all 
who were employed in it, and a great Neg- 


lect of. their own, This would hardly de 
believed, if there was not ſo many hiſtori- 
cal Inſtances of it; and this of Admiral Blake | 


is the moſt conſpicuous and exemplary. 
Should it be objected, that his Hiſtory cannot 
be a/eful, becauſe his Example will not be ſol- 
Jowed ; beſides, that this is too coarſe a Com- 
plement to our Cotemporaries in the Service 


of the Publick, I fear ſuch Reaſoning would 


affect our facred Inſtitutions, ſhould we con- 


_ clude from the ſmall-Efc& of our religious 
Lectures, that therefore they are of no Uſe. 


Iz the Duty of every Preacher and Wri- 
ter, to exhibit good Precepts and Precedents. 


*Tis the Duty of every Hearer and Reader 


to conſider and purſue them. If the forme 
diſcharges his Conſcience, it behoves the lat- 


ter to do the fame. © The Matter muſt be 
there left, let the Iſſue be what it will. 


It is ſcarce poſſible for a good Engliſhman 


to read Admiral Blake's Hiſtory, and not 
take a [Pleaſure in it. With what Surprize,” 
Which is always pleaſant, © will he trace this 
greatSoldier from his Application to, and Pro- 
ficiency in, Learning, at the Univerſity; from 


his raking his Maſter of Arts Degree there, 


to his bearing, with ſo much Luſtre, that of 


Admiral 
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Admiral and General 3. from his Retirement 


in a College, to his Seat in the Senate, and 
to his taking Arms in Defence of thoſe Prin- 
ciples, by Action, which he had ſupported - 
2 8 
He will find him, in the Beginning of the 
Civil War, defending and taking Fortrefles 
and Caſtles at Land; particularly, he. will 
find him ſhut up with a thin Garriſon in a 
large Town, newly, and but. half fortified, 
maintaining his Ground againſt Armies after 
Armies, all which he reſiſted, and routed, 
and baMed in a cloſe Siege of almoſt a whole 
Year's Continuance, till his Country at laſt 
ſent him Relief. His Bravery, his Leal; his 
Condugt and Succeſs, during ſo long and for- 
midable a Siege,* muſt needs be read with 
Pleaſure, by al who have any Reliſh of ſuch 
J EG. 597 
But the Pleafure muſt be exquiſite, 
when the Reader comes to the ſhifting of the 
Scene of his Actions from Land to Sea, 
whence he, all at once, as by a Miracle, from 
a Land Officer, became the moſt conſum- 
mate, and the moſt victorious Admiral of his 
own or any other Age. The Parliament of 
England. then conſidered, that Wiſdom, Va- 
lour, Integrity and Virtue, were the beſt Re- 
commendations to their Flags, and conclud- 
ed, that the ſubordinate Officers in a Ship of 
War, were ſufficient to take due Care of the 
navigating and working her, Thus _ 
| | | too 


PIs. 6.5 4... 
took Colonel Blate, Colonel Dean, Colonel 


Venables, Colonel Rainsborough, Colonel Mon- 


tagu, and even Colonel Mont, from Regi- 
ments of Foot, to command as Generals at 
Sea, fo their. Admirals were then tiled. Theſe, 


all but Venables, behaved bravely and ſucceſs- 
fully in that Service; but the Military Genius 
was ceftainly in thoſeDays more extenſi ve, and 
leſs cramped by Forms and Uſages; than in 


ours ; for if a Colonel of Horſe orFoot was now 


taken from a Review, to command a Squa- | 


dron at Sitbead, for ſome Maritime Expedi- 
tion, I believe not ſo much would be expected 
from it, as would have been, if Admiral 
Bemboww had been put at the Head of the 
Right or Left-Wing of Horſe in a Day of 


Battle. But the Parliament made themſelves 


firſt well acquainted with the true Character 
of the Officers they employed in their Fleets 
and Armies, with their Courage, - Capacity 
and Morals, and then doubted not, bur their 
Orders would be punctually and happily exe- 
cuted ; and they were ſeldom or never miſ- 


— 


taken; © | 


Tis neceſſary to obſerve ſo much of the. 


Practice in Promotions, in thoſe Soldierly 
Times, that Readers may not be in too 
much Amazement at a Land Colonel's being 
conſtituted Admiral at Sea. | 

Where the Reader will, with great Plea- 
ſure find General Blake perpetually engaged 
in Battles with, and triumphing over, the 
58 th Enemies 
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Enemies of his Country, till the Egli had 9 
none left on the Ocean. Waller mult all 
the Glory he there acquired, in theſe Verkes =; 


Where cer tby Navy ſpreads ber Canvas Wings 


| Homage 40 28 and Peace to all ſac brings. . 


For there was no other ſuch Glory acquired 


in his Time, 

By his Maritime Victories, Admiral Blake 
brought the Dutch, that had once in their 
War with England, a Fleet of One hundred 


and forty Sail, to ſue for Peace. 


; He forced the French to deliver up a whole 
F leet of Ships of War and Tranſports, charg- 


ed with Contrabands, and coming too near our 
Coaſts. 


lema Embaſſy. 
He made the King of Spain ſeverely repent 


his too precipitated Rupture with the Eugliſb, 
after the Loſs of Famaica, which he brought 
on himſelf, by many Provocations given che 
Parliament of England. He intercepted and 


deſtroyed his Hota's. He ſent Home im- 


menſe Treaſures, taken in them. He beat 

down his Forts and Caſtles on Shore, that 

ſheltered the Ships on his Coaſts : Nay, he 
- Ot v x7 * Ws * 2 obliged \ 


| 


He obliged the King of Portugal to 45505 
Prince Rupert, and his fugitive Zngliſh Squa- 
drons, out of his Harbours, and afterwards 
do court the Friendſhip of England by a ſo· 


PREFACE. 


obliged his Goyernor to give up the very 
' Prieſts to his Reſentment, when he thought 


the £x94/ had been wronged by them. 


But it muſt apparently be pleaſant to a 
good Proteſtant to read how he, and only 
he, of all Engliſb Admirals and Generals, 
obliged the Pope to open the Treaſury of 
the Church, and refund to the Enugliſb ſuch 


Sums of Money, as his Holineſs's Subjects had 
defrauded them of, under Pretence of Traf- 
ficking with ſome fugitive Royaliſts. | 


This is but a Draught in Miniature of his 
Naval Acquiſitions and Glory. Twas im- 


poſſible to draw it at full Length, in a much 
greater Compaſs of Hiſtory than I confined 
myſelf to, not for want of Will to be more 
copious, but for want of Memoirs on which 
L could depend; and it muſt be imputed as 
well to good Fortune as to my Education in 
his Family, and my Acquaintance and Friend- 
ſhip with ſeveral of his neareſt Relations, that 

I have procured fo many authentick Memo- 
rials of him, that have never yet appeared in 
Publick. 9 <, 


1 hope it will preſently be ſeen, that this < 
Hiſtory is not trumped up, like the haſty 


Productions of the Preſs, for a Market only, 
the baſeſt of all Motives in Literary Perform- 


ances. It however loſes its Baſeneſs, where 
the chief Deſigns is Uſe and Delight. A 


Writer may laudably, and, indeed, ought to 


hope, that his Work may have Currency to 
| N anſwer 
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 FREFACE | 
anſwer the chief End of it, which is Diſper- 
ſion, which neceſſary takes in the Sale. 
The Author's Reputation, and the Bookſel- 
ler's Gain, go Hand in Hand. But the 
Reputation an Author acquires by the Sale of 
his Book only, laſts no longer than the Call 
for it, which, without ſome other intrinſick 
Worth, ſpends itſelf with the Humour or 
Whim that gave it a lucky Hit ; but the 
Trade, as they call it, can have no other 
Weight for the Worth of a Thing in the 
Shop, and for this Reaſon, they do all in 
general make uſe of no other Rule but Hudi- 
brass well known one. „„ 
1 Jam ſenſible that Authors catch at Ap- 
plauſe, as greedily as Bookſellers do at Pro- 
fit, and care not how they come by it, if 
they can but get it, whether it is by Libels 
or Levities, By Faſſbood or Folly. This is too 
fruitful a SubjeEt to be handled occaſionally in 
a Teac.” © OY . 
As treat of Things and Perſons who were 
in being almoſt One hundred Years ago, no- 
body living can apply what is ſaid to him- 
ſelf, nor will the Facts bear the leaſt Alluſion 
or Reference to modern Events, ſo it will 
be an Injuſtice to the Author to charge him 
with Partiality or Party. Indeed his Biaſs 
bears pretty much on the Side of Liberty 
and the Reformed Religion, the Publick 


Welfare, in Reputation, in Intereſt, in Trade, 


in Security and Peace; if that is to be of 
e ME Party, 
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PREFACE. 
Party, pray God it may encreaſe; and 

. prevail over all Oppoſition; and if ſpeaking. 
well of Men in this Way of Thinking, with- 
out offending Truth and Decency, is to be 
Partial; tho' if I ſhould plead Guilty, I am 
ſafe? the Sentence would be very to- 
Jerable, if given by honeſt and reaſonable 


J ones. 


CONTENTS. 
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XI. His Management of the War in the 
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aud bis deſtroying the whole Spaniſh Plate 
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tteries aſbore; and Admiral Vernofi's glorious 
1 Aion at Porto Bello, Cc. P. 122 
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Admiral BLAKE. | 


1 
- 5 
'4 


GOSOOOTOODODEGCECEUIES 


His Education and Proficienty in 


© liſhing the Hiſtory of his Life , 
and glorious Actions; indeed, 5 
it would at all Times have been 
| 


neceſſary to have made them publick for his 
| own and his Country's Honour, but now it 
_= B 1 15 


HE 


* r ö 
** . 


is rendered ſo in a particular Manner, by the 
Incidents of the preſent War with Spain; for, 
as he was ſeveral Years engaged in a like 


War, his Conduct and Courage, his Vigt 


- lance, Fidelity and Zeal, are the beſt Leſſons 
that all thoſe Commanders who ſerve againſt 
Spain can learn and imitate. They will here 


obſerve the Stations he choſe to diſtreſs.the 
Spamards ; the Seaſons that he moſt hap- 
pily took hold of to encounter the Enemy; 


the numerous Fleets of theirs he deſtroyed ; 
the immenſe Treaſures he took and ſent home; 


and the Means which he made uſe of to re- 


| duce that haughty Nation to ſo low a Con- 


dition, as to beg Peace of his Maſters, the 
Common-wealth of Eugland. The very 
Hint, of theſe Things is alone ſufficient, at 
this Time, to promiſe ourſelves a favourable 
Reception for this Hiſtory from all true Eng- 
liſhmen. 


RoBerTBLAKE, the Subject of the preſent 


Hiſtory, was the Son of Humphrey Blake, and 
was born at Bridgewater in Somer /et/hire, in the 


Tear 1598. His Father, Mr. Humphrey Blake, 


was a Merchant of that Town, where Mer- 
chants were, in his Time, of much more 
Conſideration an they have been ſince, there 


being no Port in the Hef? of England which 


had then a greater Trade with Spain; and 


the firſt News that Queen Elizabeth had of 


the Sailing of the Invincible Armada from 
Spain for England, was brought by a Brigde- 
1 | 4 water 


F / . T ̃ͤ 6—X . ̃¾⅛——:9 .̃¾.ũ%ũv9? Ae week .r [croucck4 io 


+ « ad 42 ot 4 "W * 


rigde- 
water 


Water Ship, probably belonging to Mr. 
Humphrey Blake, as he was the greateſt Span- 

14 Merchant then there. He was deſcended 
from the Blakes of Plansfield, in Spaxton Pa- 


Tiſh, about five Miles from Bridgewater. 
There is at Padknoller, in the fame Pariſh, 
a Family of the ſame Name, and of the ſame 
Blood, as 1 was aſſured on the Spot; but 
when ] deſired farther Satisfaction concerning 


it of the Maſter of the Family, he, to my 
very great Surprize, ſeemed willing enough 
to ſhuffle off any Relation to Admiral Blake, 


on account of his being a Puritan, and a 
Common-wealth's Man, that Perſon being an 
utter Enemy to the Principles both . of one 
and the other; and to ſhew how whimſical 
Party is, there is a Family of the Bakes, about 
twelve Miles from thence, who have lived 
long in the Profeſſion of thoſe Principles, and 
who cannot make out any Relation in Blood 


to Admiral Blake's Family, that do as hearti- 


ly and frequently aſlert it. The Blakes of 
Plansfield were of good Antiquity, but of no 
higher Account, as to Deſcent, than that 
of the principal Yeomanry. Mr. Humpbrey 
Blake acquired, by his Trade, an Eſtate 10 
the Amount of about 8000. a very large 
Acquiſition in thoſe Days, when Induſtfy 
and Honeſty were the only Means of acqui- 
ring Fortunes. He gave Mr. Kobert Blake, 
his eldeſt Son, a liberal Education, having 


| bred him at the Free- School in that Town, 
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then a very eminent one: From whence he f 
was ſent to Oxford, and, in Lent- Term, 1615, / 
was .matriculated in the Univerſity as a . 
| Member of St. Alban's-Hall, at the ſame l 
Time with Dr. Edward Reynolds, afterwards ? 
Biſhop of Worceſter, - Dr. Jobn Earl, after- 7 
| wards Biſhop of öalisbury, and others. : 
| | F 
1 His Behaviour at Oxford, and a 
e Treatment he met with there, || g 
OME Time after he ſtood for a Scholar. . 55 
ſhip of Chrif#-Charch, but loſt it. While pe 
he was in this Hall, he was obſerved to be h 
an early Riſer and very ſtudious; yet now 8 
and then he diverted himſelf in Fiſhing and » 
Fowling, and, if we may believe the Scandal 4 
of thoſe Times, in ſtealing of Swans. From = 
Alban-Hall he tranſlated himſelf to Vadbam- i 
College, founded by Nicholas Wadbam, Eſq; hi 
a Somerſetſhire Man, with very good Exhi- .f| 
bitions for his Countrymen, for the Sake * 
of whoſe Company Mr. Blate removed to 8 
this College. He ſtood, in the Year 1619, 70 
as a Fellow of Vadbam, for a Fellowſhip th 
of Merton College, but Sir Henry Saville, he 
then Warden of the College, oppoſed him, hs 
though the only Reaſon he had for it was, E 
That he was not tall enough ; doing, 


nn 
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in ſome wiſe, as the late King of Pru/- 
fia did, meaſure the Learning of his Fellows 
by Feet and Inches, as that King did the Va- 
lour, of his Grenadiers. This Whim was the 
more extraordinary and remarkable in Sir 
Henry Saville, becauſe he was himſelf a Man 
of great Learning, and a great Encourager 


of. it, witneſs his excellent and mot coltly 


Edition of St. Chryſaſtom's Works. 

However, it happened well for England 
that Mr. Blake was not above five Feet and 
a half high; for, had he obtained the Fel- 


lowſhip © Merton, he had been kept out of 


the World, where he made ſo glorious a Fi- 
gure in his "Country s Service; and, perhaps, 
he is the only Inſtance in our own, or an; 
other Hiſtory, that a Gentleman | ſhould 
have ſpent near ſeven Years in an Academi- 
cal Life, and have proceeded ſo far as to 
wihip of a College, 
and to have acquired the Degree of Maſter of 


Arts, and, being a Man of great Sobriety and 
Probity of Manners, ſhould afterwards throw 


himſelf entirely into a Life Military, and 
obtain more Glory in it for his Country and 
himfelf, than any other Sea Commander had 
ever done. He continued in Hadbam- 
College three or four Years after his miſſing 
the Fellowſhip of Merton, and *twas thought 
he took ſo much Delight in his Studies, chat 
he intended to put himſelf on ſome P aculty 
Line for a Profeſſion, rather for the Increaſe 
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ef Knowledge than Fortune. It was about 


the Year 1623 that he wrote a Copy of 


| * on the Death of the learned Camb- 


III. 3 
His Retirement into Somerſet- 
ſhire, and his Conduct there as 


a private Gentleman in the true 


e of his County. 


AVING finiſhed the N of his 
Studies, he left Oxford, and retired to 
Bridgewater, where he lived in the Condi- 


tion of a Gentleman, on the Eſtate his Fa- 
ther had purchaſed, at Azol-Hill, and other 


Lands about two Miles from that Town, to 


the Value of about 2001. ax Lear. He lived 


in that Houſe which had been the Dwelling 
of the Balcbes of that Town for about fixty 


Years. Robert Balch, Eſq; Member of Parlia- 


ment for that Borough, in theYear 1692, ha- 
ving purchaſed it about tenYears before of Mr. 
Blake, the Admira!'s Brother, or his Aſſignees. - 
Mr. Robert Blake could not approve the 
Methods uſed by Dr. Laud, Biſhop of Bath 


and Wells, to compel Perſons to Confor- 
mity in religious Worſhip. The Perſecu- 


tion he carried on in this Dioceſe againſt both. 
Gentry 


al 


in 
N 
B 
d 
tl 
R 
b 


Admiral BLAKE. 7 
Sentry and Clergy, being at large in Nuſb. 


evorth's Colleftions, the Reader is referred 


to them, and he will there ſee, that it was 
not without good Reaſon that Mr. Blake 


was diſguſted with that Prelate's Conduct, 


which gave ſuch general Diſguſt, that the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Richardſon, being returned 


from the Somer/etſhire A{/izes to the Council 
Board, was there ſo ſeverely reprimanded by 


Biſhop Laud for his Moderation 1n that Cir- 


cuit, that his Friends, when he came out, 
ſeeing him a little rufled, and aſking him 
what was the Matter ? he replied, He Was 


almoſt choaked with @ Pair of Lawn Sleeves. 


Mr. Blake ſided with the Gentlemen that ſent 


up Repreſentations toCourt, inFavour of thoſe 


who were under Perſecution in that Dioceſe 3 
the new Ceremonies gave him great Offence, 
which will not be wondered at, if the Rea- 
der will have Recourſe to Ru/hworth, where 


| he will find how. cruelly that Biſhop dealt 


with the Church=Wardens of Beckingion in 
Somerſetſhire, for not placing and railing the 
Communion. Table as he would have had it; 
and his Diſlike of that Prelate's Proceedings 
making him ſide with thoſe who were for 
Moderation, he got the Name of a Puritan, 
By the Means of this Party, which was pre- 
dominant in Bridgewater, chiefly owing to 
the Doctrine and Lives of their ſucceſſive 
Miniſters, Mr. Deveniſo and Mr. Norman, 
both Puritans, he was choſen a Burgeſs for 
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that Borough, to repreſent it in that which 
was called the Short Parliament, which 
began at Weſtminſter the 13throf April, 1640. 
This Seſſion being ſo ſhort, about a Month, 
he had not Time to ſhew himſelf in the 


Houſe. The Troubles being now coming 


on faſt in England, and Matters drawing to 
a Criſis, the Gentlemen in Somerſelſpire, who 
ſided with the Court and the Biſhops, were 
fo zealous and active in their Endeavours, to 
procure ſuch Elections for the next Parlia- 
ment as might be for their Turn; and the 
Families of Staceell and Vindbam were ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful in their Solicitations at Bridgewaler; 
that, by their Influence, and that of the Cor- 


poration, Mr. Blake was ſet aſide in the next 


Choice for the Long Parliament, which open- 
ed the 3d of November following, and the 
Difference between the King and the two 
Houſes have been told ſo often, and ſo vari- 
ouſly, that a Biographer may be very well 
Pleaſed that ir is no Buſineſs of his'to take 


any Notice of them ; what 1s for our preſent 


Purpoſe, is, that, upon breaking out of the 
Civil War, Mr. Blake raiſed a Troop of 
Dragoons for the Service of the Parliament. 
He was afterwards Lieutenant Colonel of the 
Regiment of Foot, commanded by Colonel 
Alexander Popbam, Anceſtor to the Popham's 
of Litltlecot in Wiltſhire, and Wellington in 
Somer ſelſpire. This was one of the firſt 
Regiments which declared for the hg: 


_ * 


| Admiral BLAKE... 9 
and one of thoſe that Oy that brave old 
Engliſh Gentleman Sir John Horner, when he 


marched with theſe and other Forces to drive 


thoſe raiſed by the Marquis of Hertford for 
the King, out of the City of Wells. I mult 
not here forget a noble Saying of Sir Fobn 
Horner, He, and the Men that were with 


him, taking up their Quarters among the 
Furz on Mendip, to ſtreighten the King's 


Men in Weils, and prevent their running away, 
when he was aſked, next Morning, How be 
reſted on the Furz Buſh the Night before ? ſaid, 
Tam ſo well ſatisfied with the Cauſe I am 
ſerving for the Good of my Country, that that 
Furz Buſh was as eaſy to me, as my beſt Down 
Bed at Mells would have been, 


PL 


IV. 


The Death of Captain Samuel 


Blake, his Brother, his Says 
ing, Chriſtian and Soldierly Be- 
haviour thereupon, 


N the Interim, between the Settling the 

Garriſons in Somerſelſbire, ſome for the 

King, and ſome for the Parliament, the 
Gentlemen, who were for the one Party or 
the other, endeavoured very zealouſly to en- 
gage the County Militia in the Party they 
1 „ 
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had efpouſed. The two fineſt Militia Regiments 
in that County, ar, perhape, in England, were 
thoſe of Colonel Alexander Popham and Sir 
Jobn Horner, being 1500 Men effective each, 
and moſt of them Freeholders, or Renters of 
good Subſtance, ſpirited by the Cauſe of Li- 
berty, which was more invaded and endan- 
gered in thoſe Parts than moſt others in Eng- 


land, The Marquis of Hertford, Sir obn 


9tawell, and other Gentlemen, had drawn 
tome Forces together at Wells, to execute 


the King's Commiſſion of Array againſt the 
Parliament, but Sir Fobn Horner and Colonel 
Popham drove them from that City in a ſcan- 


dalous Manner, as may be read in our Hiſ- 
tories. Colonel Blake, Lieutenant to Pop- 
ham, led that Regiment to Bridgewater, in 
hope of being ſupported ſo well there, that 


he might have been enabled to preſerve his 


native Town for the Uſe of the Parliament; 
but the oppoſite Intereſt, under the Influence 
of the Vindbams, the Lutterels, the Trevil- 
lians, and almoſt the whole Body of the 


Country Clergy, over the River Parret, was 


an inſurmountable Hindrance toColonelB/ake, 
and he was obliged to leave his Town to 
Colonel Edmund Windham, who, by the 
ſame Influence, as has been hinted, had ſup- 


planted him in his Election for Burgeſs in 


Parliament for Bridgewater. ® 
Before Colonel Blake. left Bridgewater, 
there happened a moſt deplorable Incident, 
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which gave him an unhappy Opportunity to 
| ſhew at once. the Orcatnek 

of his Mind, His younger Brother, Captain 
Samuel Blake, had a Company of Foot in 


s and Tenderneſs 


the ſame Regiment, and being diverting 


himfelf at a little Inn then, and now, the 


Shoulder of Mutton, at Patolet, four Miles 


from Bridzewater, which; tho? a Village on- 


ly, yet is of great Diſtin@tion, by“ giving 
Name to the Ducal Houſe of Bolton, and the 
moſt Noble Houſe of Hinton St. George, in the 
County of Somerſet. While Capt. Samuel Blake 
was at this little Inn, Word was brought 

him, that Such-a-one, an. Array-Captain, 


and his Man, were croſſing the Water at Comb- 


wich Paſſage. The Country on the other Side 
of the River Parret was entirely at the De- 


votion of the Gentlemen and Clergy above 


mentioned, and Capt. Blake ſeemed to have 
no Buſineſs in Hand, at that Time, but to 
take his Bait and return Home ; bur his Zeal 
precipitated him to an Action which coſt him 
no leſs than his Life. He came up with 
this Officer at 8zreachill, half a Mile from 
thence, attack'd, and was killed in the En- 
counter. | 


There had already been Blood drawn in this 


Quarrel by Sir John StawelPs Array-Men, 


at MarſhaPs- Elms, not far from Glaſſenbury, 


but there had been no formal Engagements 
between the Main Armies, or Detachment 
of the Main Armies, which were, indeed, 
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are now. | } f 
But the Sorrow of heroick Minds, as it is 


hardly formed, and the Action at Wells was 
only between the Militia, on the King's Side 
and Parliament's, for the Defence of their ſe- 


vera] Commiſſions, Thus this raſh Attempt 
of Captain Blake's may be ſaid, in ſomewiſe, 
* have met with its Reward in the Succeſs 
Ol It. | | 5 

When the News came to Bridgewater, the 
Officers of the Regiment were ſeen fo cabal 
together in little Companies, five or fix at 
a Place, and talk of it very ſeriouſly, none of 


them being forward to tell Colonel Blake 
What they were talking about. Ar Jaſt he 
'asked one of them very earneſtly, and the 


Gentleman replied, with ſome Emotion, 
Tour Brother Sam is killed; explaining how it 
came to pals, as in the Manner before rela- 
ted. The Colonel having heard him out, 


ſaid, Sam had no Buſineſs ibere; and, as it 


he took no further Notice of it, turned from 
the. Corn Hill, or Market-place at Bridgewa- 
ter, into the Swan Inn, of chief Note in 
that Town, and ſhutting himſelf in a 
Room, gave way to the Calls of Nature and 
Brotherly Love, by an extraordinary Burſt 
of Tears and Sighs, ſaying, Died Abner as a 
Fool dieth. The ſacred Stile and Sentiments 
were then as much in uſe, by the moſt emi- 
nent Sea and Land Officers, as of profane 


more powerful than that of the General, fo 
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it is ſooner ſpent, and collecting his own great 


Soul within itſelf, and remembering the Du- 
ty and Reſignation to the Divine Will, he 
was, in a ſhort Time, compoſed both in 
Thought and Look, and, leaving the Swan- 
Room, converſed with his Officers on the 
Corn Hill, about their March towards the 
South Coaſt, their Corps being intended to 
garriſon Tyme. After this Guſh of Grief, 
he was never known to bewaiP his Brother's 
untimely Death, or let it dwell in his Me-— 
01 | MO 


His taking Arms ' Commiſſion | 
rom the Parliament. 


\OLONEL Popham's Regiment was 

4 in Garriſon at Lyme, when Prince 
Maurice and Lord Goring laid Siege to that 
Place; here Colonel Blake fignalized himſelf, 
for the Governor found his Courage and Con- 
duct ſo much to exceed his own, that he left 
the Management of the Affairs entirely to 
him. His Bravery was very inſtrumental in 
laving the Town; he fo harraſſed the Cava- 
liers, with his bold Sallies, that they drew” 
off, and gave him very lite Diſturbance after. 
wards. - This Town was of much greater Im. 
Portance than it has been ſince, and the Par- 
| | liament 
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liament did not think they could put it inte 


better Hands than Colonel Blake's for its Se- 
curity, 58 5 
 Popham's Regiment was made up moſtly 
of Semerſetfbire Men, in and about his fine 
Manour of Houndſtreet, near Bath. With theſe 
and other Forces, Blake, with Sir Robert Pye, 
ſurprized Taunion tor the Parliament; he 
found in Taunion eleven Pieces of Ordnance, 
Store of Arms, Ammunition, Provifions 
and Houſhold Goods; for, at the breaking 
out of this War, Sir William Portman, of 
Orchard, two Miles off, was very far from 
being ſo zealous a Royaliſt, as he proved af- 
terwards, and thinking then that the Cauſe 
of -the Parlament was that of his Country, 
he, with other Gentlemen, as Mr. Sandford, 
High-Shetiff of the County, Mr. Pyne, Mr. 
Coles, Men of principal Note and Intereſt in 
the Veſtern Diviſion of the County, having 
raiſed the Trained Bands, reſolved upon a 


thorough Search for Arms in the Houſes of 


the Diſaſſected, as the King's Party was then 
called, ſometimes Malignants, Delinquents, &c. 
They began with Taunton, and ſearching the 
Houſe of one Brown, a Papiſt, they took 
thence ſixty Men's Armour and Ammunition. 
From Alderman Skinner's Houſe twenty 


Arms. From one Tacker's Houſe, he was 


the Biſhop of Vincheſter's Rent-Gatherer and 
Steward, one hundred Men's Armour for 
Hork and Foot, twenty Barrels of Powder, 


fifty 
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fifty great Saddles, Shot of all Sorts ; they: 


- found there much more Arms and warltke: 
I Stores. They then went to Bridgewater, 
y fiezed the Arms that were laid up there for 
e || the King's Party, and ſent them to Taunton, 
e to be kept by the Mayor and Aldermen for 
= the Publick Service. From thence they went 
Ee to Wells, where they found good Store of 
> Arms and Ammunition, which the Marquis 
8 of Heriford's Array-Men had not Time to take 
g away with them in their late precipitate Flight. 
df From Wells Sir William Portman, Mr. Sand- 
N ford, and the other Gentlemen, ſent awa 
+. the Arms and Ammunition they had fiezed, 
le to the Caſtle at Taunton, which ſhews that 
2 the Parliament, very early in this Rupture, 
2 intended it for a Head Garriſon and Place of 
r. Arms. At Bath the Gentlemen were joined 
in by Mr. Baſſet, Mr. Barret of Cotford, and 
8 others, and having compleated their General 
a County Search, they found Arms for, at 
of | leaſt, eighteen hundred Men, one hundred 
en fifty great Saddles, Light-Horfes twenty 
C. five, Money, at leaft, 10,0007. all which 
he they conveyed to Taunton Caflie, and left 
k there with a ſufficient Guard for its ſafe 
n. keeping. This Start of Patriotiſm carried 
ty Sir HYilliam Portman no farther in the Parlia- 
as. ment's Cauſe, to which the other Gentlemen 
nd continued ſtedfaſt. The Parliament having 
or determined to fortify and garriſon Taumon, 
2s at the ſame Time _ Thoughts of Sunne 
* * | 5 ö "EM 
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the Government of it to Colonel Blake, who 
had ſo bravely defended Lyme with very in- 
conſiderable Force. Blak came thither in the 
Year 1644, and there was not a Place of 
more Importance in the Weſt of England, 
conſidering its Neighbourhood to Bridgewa- 
ter, which was then called the Key of tbe 


Weſt ; and theſe two Towns making a kind 
of Iſthmus between the Severn Sea and the 


Seuth Channel, would, if in the ſame Hands, 
have cut off all Communication with the Veſt 
of England. Bridzewater, which was more 
immediately Colonel Blake's own Town, had, 
by the beſore- mentioned Influence, ſoon af- 
ter Sir William Portman, Mr. Sandford, and 
the other Gentlemen left it, been put into the 
Hands of the Cavaliers, and Mr. Edmund 
H#/indbam was made Governor of it. The 
King's Generals were ſo ſenſible of this Im- 

nce of Taunton, that they beſieged 


Colonel Blake three Times, to drive him 


from ſo advantageous a Poſt; and, had they 
been able to effect it, the Weſt had been en- 
tirely reduced to the King's Obedience, but 
Blake kept his Ground, tho' he was often 
driven to the laſt Extremity. 

The greateſt Body of the Cavalier Forces, 


then in the Vet, were employed in ſt reight- 


ning Taunton, and of all Bodics of Cavaliers, 
that of Goring's was moſt infamous for their 
Rapine and Cruelty... Before he formed this 
ys the Governor of Bridgewater, Colonel 


Edmund 
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Edmund Windbam, before- mentioned, ſent a 


Summons to Colonel Blake, threatning him 
with Fire and Sword; but Blake, with ſupe- 
rior Heroiſm, returned for Anſwer, Theſe 


are lo let you know, that as we neither fear your 


Menaces, nor accept your Proffer, ſo we wiſh 


yeu, for the Time to come, to deſiſt ſrom ail 
Overtures of the like Nature unto us, who are 
reſelved, to the laſt Drop of our Blosd, to main- 


tain the Quarrel we have undertaken, and 


doubt not but the ſame God who bath hitberio 
protefied us, will, cer long, bleſs us with an 
Iſſue anſeerable to the Fuſineſs of our Cauſe 3 
bowever, to bim alone ſhail we ſtand or fall. © 
»“ indbam finding his T hreats had no Effect, 
he, by a ſecond Trumpeter, endeavoured to 
perſuade him to it, for that the Poſt was in- 


conſiderable, the Place indefenſable, and, to 


prevent the ſhedding of Chriſtian Blood; but 
Colonel Blake contented himſelf with the An-, 
{wer he ſent to his Menaces. | 


"OS, 
His remarkable Defence of the 
ſtrong Town of Taunton, Sc. 


HE Works ofTaunton indeed were incon- 

ſiderable, and Blake was in great Want 
of Ammunition and Proviſions, yet he made a 
reſolute Defence with his Garriſon, of about 
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a thouſand Men, and two Troops of Horſe, E 
againſt ſeveral Armies, one after another, Bi 
till a Party of the Parliament's Forces broke de 
thro* the Beſiegers, and ſupplied the Town vc 
with Store of Proviſions, and what they mn 
wanted at this Time. Burt that Store of ty 
Provifien being ſoon ſpent, and the King's H 
Forces continuing to ſtreighten them more and ly 
more, he was reduced to a freſh Extremity, R 
He had not been long in Taunlon, before m 
the Earl of Eſex was forced to capitulate in th 
Cornwal, at the ſame Time that that old | fit 
brave Warrior, Major-General Stippen broke = 
thro? the King's whole Army with the Parlia- L. 
ment Horſe, and made off with much Honour 2 
and very little Loſs, +} 5 9 
The King's Forces afterwards ſcoured Corn- 4 
wal, Devonſhire, and Somerfet/hire without 6 
Controul. Three thouſand of them came be- 6 
ore Taunton ; Blake immediately ſent out a 48 
Party to attack them, which made a great 
Slaughter, took many Priſoners, ſome of of 
them Officers of Note, and obliged the reſt wo 


to retire, 
He alſo freed the Roads that, lay near his 
Government from the Interruptions given to 


Paſſengers, by ſome Gentlemen Cavaliers <6 
who had made it dangerous to travel in thoſe cc 
Parts, and cut off almoſt all Intercourſe be- ce 
tween the Market- Towns. One of theſe Gen- 640 


tlemen, Sir Francis Doddington, meeting a Div || _ 
vine on the Road, aſked, ho art 2 * 7 for 
| ; riet! | 


0 


"4 


/ 
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Prieft ? The. Miniſter replied, For God and, 
his Goſpel; on which Doddington ſhot him 


dead, and was for this, and other Barbarities, 


voted to be excepted out of the General 
Pardon agreed on by the e of Wight Trea- 
ty. To prevent the like Inſolences on the 
Highway, Colonel Blake detached frequent- 
Iy ſmall Parties of his Garrifon to clear the. 
Roads of thoſe Scourers, till the Lord Goring 
marching Weſtwaxd, with an Army of Ten 
thouſand Men, laid Siege to 7. aunion, and 
ſtreightned the Garriſon ; of which again the 


Sovernor gave che Parliament Notice by a, 


Letter. 7 
«< That if Relief came not ſpeedily, they 
cs ſhould be put into great Straits for Provi-: 
% fions and Ammunition. He aſſured the 
«©. Houſe, He bad never accepted of a Parley, 
« but. ſeorned it; tbat bis Garriſon bad ſhme:. 
„ Ammunition left, and reſolved ta feed upon 


©. their Horſes, He defired the Houſe 10 


„ take Conſideration of their Condition, and 
« left all to the Almighty, who, be doubled not, 


- $6 would reheve them. 


The Parliament anſwered. - 
Wat Relief ſbould ſpeedily come 10 the 
«© Garriſon, and what Money they took up, the 
e Houſe would pay, defiring them to go. on in 
*© ther Vigilence and Valour, and they faould. 
&« never want Encouragement.” - 

The Parliament muſt ſurely intend. this 
for his — for Colonel Blake himſelf, 
e | wanted 
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wanted no other Encouragement than the Ne- T; 
ceſſity and Glory of the Service. | che 
Isa the mean Time, the Parliament's of 
Forces could not advance ſo faſt as Colonel pe” 
( Blake's Neceſſities required. The Self deny- the 
ing Ordinance had newly paſſed, by which all Al 
Members, in both Houſes of Parliament, bie 
were diſqualified for Service in the Armies, to 
Eſſex was our, and Sir Thomas Fairfax made ſpe 
General. The Army was new modelled, - 
and all this took up fo much Time, that Ro 
Blake was hard put to it to defend the Caſtle * 
of Taunton; the Beſiegers had deſtroyed the Be 
Suburbs, of Zaſtreach, and very much of the den 
Town. Fairfax hearing that the Forces be- „ 
fore Taunton were not ſo ſtrong, as when he tr 
was firſt ordered to relieve it, ſent Colonel 25 


melden and Colonel Greaves, with Three thou- 4 
ſand Foot and Fifteen hundred Horſe, to hel 
Blake's Aſſiſtance, while he and Skippon re- p be 
turned back to join Cromwe!il and Brown, who 


4 were obſerving the King's Motions in Oxſord- = 

Wau fire. On Sunday the 11th of March, 1645, 2 
ws Welden and Greaves arrived before the Town, ke 

and the Beſiegers knew nothing of their com- Po 

ing, till they were within four Miles of the ein 

Place. In the mean Time, Colonel Blake dar 

had but a ſmall Intermiſſion, as to the Heat ee 

4 "on Siege, by theLordGoring's marching off * 

1 ith Part of his Army to aſſiſt the King in pu” 

23 his Retreat from Oxford, which having ac- ever 
31 F | compliſhed, he returned to the Leaguer of at k 


Taunton; 
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k | 
Taunlon; Welden and Greaves advancing to 
the Town, ten of them routed one hundred 
of the, Cavaliers, killed ſeveral, and took 


many Priſoners. The Royaliſts perceiving 
they were Enemies, ran away in Confuſion. 
About Four o' Clock in the Afternoon, they 


blocked up the Way, with Trees laid a-croſs, 


to hinder Felder's purſuing them. Blake had 
ſpent all his Ammunition, the beſt Part of 
the Town was burnt in ſeveral Storms, the 
Royaliſts broke in on the inmoſt Streets, and 
were beaten back by the Governor and the 
Beſieged; ſuch was his Condition when Wel- 
den arrived with Succours, to the great Joy 
of the Garriſon and the neighbouring Coun- 
try, where the Beſiegers had committed fo ma- 


ny Barbarities, that the Name of Goring's 


Company, for their Licence and Cruelty, is 


held to this Day in Abhorrence among thoſe 


People; and the 11th of May has been ever 


ſince celebrated, by the Inhabitants, as an 


Anniverſary ofRejoycing for their Deliverance; 


and it is remarkable, that that Day was 


kept with Mirth and good Cheer, by the 
People of Tauren, after the Reſtoration, du- 
ring the whole Reign of King Charles II. nay, 
during the Reign of King Fames II. tho“ ic 


was the Forces of their Father that the People 


of Taunton were then delivered from. Cer- 
tain Rhymes were ſung over their Cups on 
every 11th of May, and are ſung to this Day 
at that Time, 9 
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One of the ſmarteſt Actions happened 
Juſt before the Arrival of Greaves'sMen, when 


Voring s entered Eaftreach, as before-men- 


tioned, but were beaten out again, as they 
had been ſeveral Times before. In this laft 
Attempt, Captain Bawdon, Uncle to Sir 


Þ ; obn Bawdon, ſometime Merchant, and 
Alderman of London, a Captain of one of 


the Troops of the Parliament's Horſe, having 
his Thumb cut or ſhot off, as he was driving 
the Cavaliers before him out of that Suburb, 
proteſted, The Rogues ſhould not carry it off ; 
and while he was fearching for it, one of thoſe 
Rogues, who remained drinking in an Ale- 
houſe, ſhot him dead out of a Window, 
which was the greateſt Loſs that happened to 
the Beſieged in that Action. | 
The Parliament wrote a Letter of Thanks 
to Colonel Blake and his Garriſon, and gave 
them Two thouſand Pounds, and Five hun- 
dred for the Governor, for their brave De- 
ET: FCC 
Colonel Blake had the greater Reaſon to 


accept of that Preſent, becauſe he had ad- 


'vanced ſeveral Sums for the Publick Service 
during that Siege. 1 
Ot the King's Men a Thouſand were killed 
before Taunton, and twelve Waggons were 
carried off full of their Wounded. Of the 
Garriſon only a hundred were killed, bur 


many wounded ; above a thouſand Arms 
were found in Goring's Camp, after the Flight 
8 | cf 


{ 


killed 


Were 
Of the 
„ bur 

Arms 


Flight 
ct 


and beſieged Blake and Melden. The King 


4 
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of his Men, and a general Collection was 


made, by Order of Parliament, for thoſe whoſe 
Houſes were deſtroyed in this famous Siege. 


Monſ. Lar rey, ſpeaking of it in his Hiftory of 
England, with high Praiſes of the Conduct 
and Courage of the Governor Colonel Blake, 


compares the Fidelity of Taunton to that of 


Saguntum in Spain, and the Extremities that 
both Towns were reduced to, one with ano- 
ther. Taunton, however, had better Fortune 
than Saguntum, which Hannibal took and de- 
moliſhed, but Taunton was relieved twice by 
the Parliament Army. | 

But all is not yet over with Colonel Blake 


and his Engliſh Saguntum ; for, ſoon after Wel. 


den entered the Town, the Lord Goring, Sir 
Richard Greenvil, and Colonel Berkley, joining 
their Forces together, returned to the Mes, 
dividing his Army, by ſending a great Body 
into Somerſeiſbire to reduce this Town, proved 
the moſt fatal Step he took in the whole War; 
for Sir Thomas Fairfax purſuing him, obliged 
him to fight the deciſive Battle of Naſeby, and 
broke his Army to Pieces, by the moſt com- 
pleat Viaory that was gained during the 
whole Civil War. Thus ic will appear, that 
Colonel Blake's ſucceſsful and reſolute Defence 


of the Town of Taunton, was, in effect, 


productive of the moſt important Events 
that happened in it. The Parliament's Friends 
were now in greater Fear than before, mr 

: | en 


f it. 11 

„ . 3 
I den and Greaves ſallied out on theſe freſh Be- f 
: i ſiegers, and were born down by the Numbers tl 
1 of the Enemy, which were Fourteen thouſand, h 
We and Welden's Forces not above Five thouſand; al 
Blake hearing the Danger Welden was in, fals In 
lied out himſelf at the Head of two Troops in 
if of Horf, charged the foremoſt of the Cava- * 
1 , Hers, and gave Welden's Men Time. to retire af 
1 into the Town; after which, he made good his th 
1 own Retreat, but was preſſed cloſely by the fr 
"i Beſiegers. The Common Council, and ma- al 
ny eminent Citizens of London, on News of ” 


this laſt Diſtreſs of Taunton, voluntarily raiſed 
Four thouſand Pounds to mount a thouſand fey 
Horſe to join Major-General Maſſey, famous 
for his gallant Defence of Glouceſter, when it 

was beſieged by the King in Perſon, whom he 


=! the Parliament ordered to attempt the Relief 

14 ö of the Place. The Committee of Kent raiſed "i 
14 | two Troops of Horſe and Dragoons for the 2 
. ſame Service, and all was not enough, conſi- 555 


dering the Danger Blake and Welden were in. hi 
The Parliament ordered a Regiment of 10 
Dragoons to be raiſed, and to march with 


I | Maſſey towards Taunton. But Colonel Blake Rho 
[ | could get no Intelligence of the Progreſs made my 


; by both Houſes for his Relief. At laſt, Colo- 

| nel Ceely, Governor of Lyme, found a Way e 

to inform him of Maſſey's advancing Weſt- Das 

ward, and, at the ſame Time, ' conveyed a 7 
ſmall Supply of Powder into the Town. On 

this, Blake commanded a Party of the Garrt- 

5 fon 
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ſon to ſally out on the Beſiegers. Theſe, with 
the Loſs of One hundred Men, killed Four 
hundred of Goring's, drove the Enemy back, 
and enlarged their Quarters five or ſix Miles 
in Compaſs. On the 22d of June, Aaſſey, 
in his Way to Taunton, came near Lyme, 
where he heard that Sir Thomas Fairfax was, 


after his Victory at Naſeby, bending towards 


the Weft, and already arrived at Glouceſter, 
from whence he ſent to Maſſey to meet him 
at a Day appointed, to ſuccour Colonel Blake, 
who, in another Skirmiſh, had taken One 
hundred and twenty of Goring's Horſe. Maſe 
fey joined Fairfax at Blandford, and Goring 
thought he could not withitand thoſe two 
Generais, ſo leaving his Foot at the Siege, 


he drew off from Taunton with his Cavalry, 


and fearing Fairfax would attack the Foot 
before they maſtered the Town, of which he 
had lately greater Hopes than ever, he or- 
dered them to follow him to Exeter, whither 
he at firſt intended to retreat, but changing 
his Reſolution, he turned to Langport, and 
reſted there, in Expectation of more Forces 
from the King. General Fairfax came u 

with him there, routed and diſperſed his Ar- 
my, and, by the Defeat of thoſe Forces, Blake 
was cleared of his Enemies, who had beſieg- 
ed him for a Year together, with only a few 
Days Intermiſſion. | 


C VII. 
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N 


Other Military Atchievements of 

his by Land, his entering into 
the Sea Service, his purſu- 
ing Prince Rupert to Portugal, 
and taking the Brazil Fleet. 


MES be ted oft; bod ported 


VV his Garriſon, and found they were 
fit for Action, he marched, with a Party of 
his own Men, and ſome Companies out of 


the neighbouring Garriſons, which the Par- 


liament had reduced, to Dun/tar Caſtle, an 
ancient Seat of the Lutterels of Somerſeiſbire, 
ſtanding on an Eminence of very difficult 


Aſcent for T roops intending a Siege, and de- 


fended by a - Garriſon, as zealous againſt 
the Parliament as any other in the Kingdom ; 
but Colonel Blake ſoon forced them to fſur- 
render, and, by that Means, reduced a large 
Tract of the Country inhabited by. People 
ill. affected to the Cauſe he was ſerving, to 
entire Submiſſion to the Parliament, and Co- 
lonel Blake returned in Triumph to Taunton, 


in Avril 1646. 


[ 
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I think the following Incident,. which hap- 
pened here ſome time before General Blake's 
reducing Dunſtar Caſtle, cannot jultly be 
termed a Digreſſion, the Action being fo 
near the Gate *of that Caſtle as Malcbet on 
the Sea Shoar, which may be called the Port 


to Dunſtar, and the Commander being Cap- 
tain Popham, who: was afterwards Admiral, 
and General Blake's Collegue in the o 


mand of the Fleet, Brother alſo to Colonel 
Aexander Popham, Colonel of the Regiment 
to which Blake was Lieutenant Colonel. 


The King's Party in Wales, had ſent a Shi 1p 


from thence to Watchet; what its Loading 
was is not mentioned, but the Tide being at 


Ebb, and the Paſſage for Horſe made thereby 


.commodious, Captain Popham's Troop, then 
on the Coaſt, rode into the Sea, and attacked 


the Men a board with a briſk Fire from their 
Carbines, which ſoon. did ſuch Execution 


among the Velch Gentry, that they did their 
utmoſt to weigh and be gone, bur Popham!s 
Troopers plyed them ſo thick with their Car- 
bine Shot, that, to fave their Lives, they ſur- 


rendered the Ship and themſelves. The 


greateſt Rarity of all which is, that a Ship 


in the Sca was taken by a Troop of Horſe ; 
tor the Troopers rode into the Water, their 


| Horſes Breaſt deep, to come near enough to 


fire elfe ct ally at the Enemy. 
Col. Blabe now remained quiet in hisGovern- 
ment of Taunton, but was not at all fatisfied 
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with the hot Proceedings of the Army, after 


the King was no more in a Condition to hurt 


them; he did not know that the Parliament 


had any Buſineſs with him but to ſettle the 
Peace of the Kingdom on a ſolid Foundation, 


and to ſecure Religion and Liberty againſt 
future Perſecution and Tyranny, which had 
too much prevailed in the unhappy Reign 
of King Charles I. and obſerving the little 


Diſpoſition that King and his Miniſters had to 


. redreſs Grievances, which had occaſioned 


their Troubles, from a Diſtaſte of the Man- 


ner he fell into that of the Form of Govern- 
ment; and he was confirmed in Republi- 
can Principles by the wiſe and ſucceſsful Con- 
duct of that which was afterwards called, The 


Common=-wealth of England; he firmly ad- 


' | hered to thoſe Principles to the End of his 


Life, and was alſo averſe to ſetting up ano- 


ther- ſingle Perſon, after they had ſet aſide 
the King, whoſe Adminiſtration, tho' he 
diſliked, he was fo far from diiliking his Per- 
- ſon, that he ſaid, He would as freely venture 
his Life to ſave the King, as ever he bad done 


it to ſerve the Parliament. 
After the King's , Death, the Republicans 


aboliſhed Kingly Government, and Blake fell 


in with them. On the 12th of February, 
1648, Colonel Blake, Colonel Dean, and 
Colonel Popham, were made Commiſſioners 
of the Navy, for it is worth obſerving, that 


the Parliament of England preferred their 


Land 


3 
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Land Officers to Chief Commands at Sea, 
and that their Admirals were called Gene- 
rals; as for Inſtance, General Blake, Gene- 
ral Dean, General Monk, &c. when they 
were commiſſioned and ſtatiored in the Qua- 
lity of Admirals. Colonel Edward Popham 
was Brother to Colonel Alexander Popham, 
whoſe Lieutenant Colonel was Mr. Blake, and 
General or Admiral Popham, was Father of 
that Alexander Popham, Eſq; much talked of 


for his being D-at and Dumb; and the teach- 
ing him a Method of Speaking, was learn- 
| edly conteſted in Print, by thoſe very learn- 


ed Men, Dr. Wallis and Dr. Holder, both of 


1 Oxford. 


Colonel Blake was iflered to fail with a 
Squadron of Men gf War, in purſuit of 
Prince Rupert and Prifice Maurice, who were 
in the Iviſb Seas, to Fiſt the Marquis of Or- 
mond, then in Armgyfor King Charles: II. in 


| Ireland. Colonel Slate arrived in Tune, 1649, © 


before King ſale, Where the two Princes lay in 


Harbour. 7 Dean cruiſed off Plymouth, 


and Colonel Popham between the Downs and 
Portſmouth, and Sir George Ayſcue lay in Dub- 
lin Road, *Twill be obvious to every Rea- 
der that takes Notice of ſuch Things, that 


_ Engliſh Squadrons could not be better ſtation- 


ed tor guarding and ſecuring the Navigation 
of the Kingdom. Thus were the Parlia- 
ment Maſters at Sea, and their Enemies 


Ships either blocked up, or flying every 


where 
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where before them; Prince Rupert's Men 


deſerted daily, and came over to Admiral 
Blake. The Prince, to hinder their De ſer- 
tion, hung up Ten of his Men, for offering 
to run away. Colonel Blake kept him in the 
Harbour till the Beginning of OZcber, when, 
deſpairing of Relief by Sea, and Cromwell 
being ready to take the Town by Land, 
Proviſions of all Sorts falling ſhort, he reſgls, 
ved to force his Way thrp* Blake's Squadron. 
Colonel Blake ſunk three of his Ships, as he 
bore out of the Harbour, but the Prince's 
little Fleet making all the Sail they could, 
got clear of the Parliament's, and. ſteered 
their Courſe to Lisbon, where he was at firſt 
protected and careſſed by the K ing of Portu- 
gal, who was, at that Time, Jabn Duke of 
Braganza, lately advanced to that Throne; 
and it ſeemed very impolitick in that Prince, 
who was mortally hated by the Court of 
Spain, to do any Thing that might diſoblige 
the Common wealth of England, who could 

eminently hurt or help him 
Prince Ruperi's breaking thro' Colonel 
Blake's Squadron, was the moſt gallant Ac- 
tion done by any of the King's Commanders 
during the Civil War. The Parliament, very 
jcalous of their Honour, upon hearing of the 
King of Portugal's Protection of the two 
Princes, declared War againſt him, and 
Blake tollowed them to Portugal, From be- 
fore the River of Lisbon, he ſear to the King 

| ior 
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for Leave to enter, and coming near with 


his Ships, the Caſtle ſhot at him. Blake 
dropped Anchor, and ſent a Boat to know 


the Reaſon of this Hoſtility; the Captain of 


the Caſtle anſwered, he had no Orders to let 
his Ships pals 3 e the King commanded 
one of the Lords of the Court to compliment 
Blake; the Portugueze Lord defired him not 
to come in, unleſs the Weather proved bad, 
for he ſaid, his Maſter feared left ſome Quar- 
re] might happen between him and Prince 
Rupert in the. Harbour; and, at the ſame 
Time, the King ſent him a large Preſent of 
freſn Proviſions. The Weather! beginning to, 
grow foul, Blake went up the River, into the 
Bay of Myers, but two Miles from the Place 
where Prince Ruperi's Ships lay, whoſe Men 
came daily over to. him, and the Swallow, 
one. of his Ships, was running away, but the 
Boatſwain, who had plotted. the bringing her 
off, was diſcovered, and the Plot prevented. 
F rom hence he ſent Caprain Moulton, to 
inform the King of the Falſities in the 
Prince's Declaration, which was drawn up by 
ſome Engliþ Fugitives in Holland. But the 
King ſtill refuſing to let Admiral Blake fall 
on Prince Rupert's Ships, he took five of the 


| Brazil Fleet, richly laden, a very quick We a 


of making Repriſals, as well for Miſchiets 
intended, as thoſe done, and ſent the King 
of Portugal. Word, that if he did not com- 
end Prince Rupert from the River, he 

: WA would 
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would endeavour to ſeize all the reſt of the 
Portngal Fleet from America; he alſo deſired 
Juſtice for the Damages the Engliſh Mer- 
chants had ſuffered by the Prince's being 
ſheltered in his Harbour. Here are ſeveral 
Things remarkable in theſe Proceedings, as 
the Diſpatch, Foreſight, and Vigour of the 
Counſels of the Common-wealth. Before 
Admiral Blake was ſent on this Enterprize, 
and before the Parliament was certain that the 
King of Portugal would perſiſt in the Pro- 
tection of Prince Rupert, their Admiral was 
ordered to reſent the Steps he had taken to- 
wards it, and, if Satis faction was not immedi- 
ately given him, to proceed to Repriſals, 


without ſtaying for farther Orders from 


Home; and he ſo well anſwered the vigo- 
rous Reſolutions of the Republick, fo agree- 
able with his own Nature, that, in September, 
1650, the Prince endeavouring to get out 
of the Harbour, was ſoon driven hack by 
Blake, who ſent home nine Ships Outward- 
bound to Brazil, which he had taken; and 
in October following, Admiral Blake and Ad- 
miral Popham met with a Fleet of twenty- 
three Sail of Ships, from Brazil, bound for 


Lisbon, of which they ſunk the Admiral, 
rook the Vice-Admiral, and eleven other 
Ships richly laden, and burnt three more; 


the reſt were ſmall Ships, and, during the 


Action, got into the River. When the King 


of Portugal heard of this Deſtruction of his 


Fleet, 
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Fleet, he came in Perſon and ordered Prince 
Rupert and his Fleet to attack the Eugliſb, and 
regain the Brazil Fleet; but the Exgliſb ha- 
ving ſent home their Prizes, went immediate- 


ly in Search of the ſcattered Fleet from Brazil, 
which gave Prince Rupert an Opportunity to 
get out, and he turned up the Streigbis for 


Marſeilles, intending to fail thence for Barba- 
dos, which Lord Willoughby, lately a Parlia- 
ment Officer, had ſeized for the King. Af- 
ter this, the King of Portugal admitted the 
Prince no more into his Harbour, but ſent 
an Ambaſſador to make his Peace with the 
Common-wealth of England. | 

Prince Rupert expected Aſſiſtance from the 
French at Marſeilles, and the Privateers of 
France having taken ſome Engii/h Ships, the 
Parliament ordered their Admirals to make 
Reprifals, | : : 

Blake, in his Cruiſe, met with two Ships 
laden with Proviſions for his Fleet, and then 
made back for the Mouth of the River of 
Lise. Admiral Popham failed home to 
give his Maſters an Account of the Expedi- 
tion, ſo much for the Glory and Advantage 


of the Republick, which began already to be 


very formidable to all their Enemies, as 
well Abroad as at Home. Blake hearing 
Prince Rupert was gone up the S!reights, ſail'd 
thither himſelf, and with his own Ship, the 
Phenix, took a French Man of War, lying 
in wait for Engliſo Merchant- men. This 

| — = > Prize 
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Prize was reported to be worth a Million. 


Blake ſent her into-Cagiz, and followed the 


Prince into the Port of Carthagena, where his 
Highneſs lay with five Ships; the Remainder 


of his Fleet. The Admiral ſent Word to 


the Governor for the King of Spain, That an 
Enemy to the Slate of England was in his Port; 
that the Parliament. commanded bim to purſue 


bim; and the King of Spain being in Amity with 


the Parliament, he deſired Leave to take all Ad- 
vantages againſt the Enemy. The Governor 
replied, He could not take any Notice of the 
Difference of any Nations or Perſons amongSt 
themſelves, only ſuch as were declared Enemies 


10 the King his Maſter ; that they came in there 
for Safety, and therefore he could not refuſe 
them Protection, and that he would do the like 
for the Admiral. This Anſwer of the Spani- 
ards ſeems to be better conſidered than theirs 
uſually are, and would, doubtleſs, have ſuc- 
ceeded wonderfully, if the Engliſb Admiral 
had been afraid of every Step he took, that 
tended to any Rupture between his Maſters, 
and thoſe he was to deal with; but Admiral 
Blake ſtill inſiſted on it with the Governor, 
that he might be permitted to attack the 
Prince, and the Spaniard put him off till he 
could have Orders from Madrid. While the 
Admiral. was cruiſing in the Mediterranean, 
Prince Rupert got out of Carthagena, and 
came to Malaga, where he fired ſeveral Eng- 
1% Merchant-men, and demanded the Maſ- 
<P - > me 
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ter of a London Veſſel, who had ſigned a Pe- 
tition againft a Perſonal Treaty with the 
King, threatning to boil him in Pitch. The 
Governor would not deliver up the Maſter, 
and the Admiral had no ſooner Notice of the 
Prince's deſtroying the Engliſſ Merchant 
Ships at Malaga, than he made thither, and, 
without the Ceremony of aſking Leave, as 


he had done at Carthagena, fell on the 


Prince's ſmall! Squadron, drove the Roe-buck 
aſhore, ſunk and burnt all the reft, except 
two,which were good Sailors, in one of which 
was Prince Maurice, who made Sail for the 
MWeſl. Indies, and was never heard of more. 


Admiral Blake knew very well what a ſtiff 


and ceremonious People the Spaniards were, 
and that they were by no Means in a Good- 
humour with the Republick ; but knowing 
allo, that the Republick had by en highly in- 


jured by ſome late Proceedings of theirs, and, 


no doubt, having fuil Warrant for whitewsr 
he thought proper to do for the Publick, he 
would loſe no Time in tedious Correſpondence 
and dilatory Councils, but fell directly to the 
Buſineſs in Hand. This Enterprize was per- 
formed in the Beginning of January, 1650-1. 


Prince Rupert was in the other of the Ships 


which eſcaped, and, after this Defeat, landed 


in Spain, and: date demanded him of the 


Catholick . who refuſed to deliver up 


his Perſon, but ſent a Meſſenger to excuſe it 


to the Parliament; and it muſt have been a 
very 
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very good one, if it had any Succeſs in that 

overnment, which was not uſed to be pay'd 
with frivolous and fair Speeches, if the Eng- 
liſ had ſuffered ever fo little in their Honour 
or Intereſt. | | | 

While Admiral Blake was in the S!reights, 

he met with a French Man of War, of forty 
Guns, and having commanded the Captain 
on board, aſked him, 17 he was willing to de- 
liver up bis Sword. The Frenchman bold! 
ſaid, No. Then Blake bid him, Return 0 
his Ship and fight it out as long as be was able: 
The french Captain returned to his Ship, and, 
after having fought two Hours, ſtruck, and 
ſubmitted ; and coming on Board the Admi- 
ras Ship, like a true Frenchman, kiſſed 


his Sword, and delivered it to Blake, Who 


ſent him and his Ship, with three other French 
Prizes, te England. 

This Method would be cried out againſt, 
as exceeding Orders, were it compared with 
the Letter where the Minutes are taken; 
but Admiral Blaze did not carry on his War 
with ſuch Limitations, and could omit no 
Opportunity that offered, to ſhew his perſonal 
as well as his national Bravery. 

I no where find in Hiſtory, that any War 
had been declared with France, nor any 
publick Orders iſſued for Repriſals on that 
Nation, therefore the Admiral's Com miſſion 
muſt, doubtleſs, have impowered him to 


demand and take immediate Satisfaction for 


whatever 
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whatever Inſults or Injuries the Exgliſs had 


_ ſuffered at Sea from any other Nation what- 


ſoever. We need not enquire into the Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Safety of ſuch delegated Power, 


becauſe we know in what Hands it was, in- 
truſted, and what the Common-wealth was 


that gave itz who always, not only approved, 
but applauded the Conduct of this Admiral; 


who having. cleared the Mediterranean and 
Britiſh Seas of all the Enemies to the Repub- 
lick, ſecured the Navigation, and vindicated 
the Honour of England, beyond what was 
ever known of its Naval Glory, came 
himſelf with his Squadron into Plimouth, and 


had the Thanks of the Parliament for his 


great and faithful Services, which was all this 
Great Man deſired; of whom, and on this 
Event, the Thanks of the Parliament, I 
cannot forbear inſerting the juſt Reflections of 


a Modern Author, in his own Words. 


He contended for nothing but the Good , his 
« Country; hetirod all other Intereſts under Foot 
« when that was in queſtion: He deſpiſed the 


Liignilies and Treaſures, io which we have 


I 


&« known Ihe Common. wealth to be often ſacrificed 


«+ and thy" be did more than thoſe who have done 
« moſt in our Times, he got not a Tenth Part 
« of what ſome Sea-Officers have heaped up, 
& under a Flag, in a Summer's Cruize, nol to 
go higher, and loſe ourſelves in a Compariſon, 
which would be as glorious for Admiral Blake's 
„Memory, as it would reflect on others.” 


However, 


o 


qe 
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However, Admiral Blake accepted of the 
Dignity of one of the Wardens of the Cinque 
Ports, which ſeems to be | reckoned, at that 
Time, part of the Marine; and on the 
Fourth ot March, an Act paſſed for Colonel 
Blake, Colonel Popham, and Colonel Dean, 


to be Admirals and Generals of the Fleet, 
for the enſuing Year. 


VIII. | 
He reduces Scilly, Guernſey, ler- 


ley, and the 5 in the Bri- 


tiſh Channet. 


Parliament, of the great Damage done 
by the Jerſey and Scilly Privateers, which 
Iſlands, and Guernſey, ſtill held out for King 
Cbarles II. as they had done for Charles f. 
and there neſted all thoſe Maſters of Ships 
and Mariners, who were in Hopes of making 
a better Market by Piracy, than they could 
do by Trade; wherevpon the Houſe order- 
ed Admiral Blake and Sir George Ayſcue, 
with a Squadron of Men of War, to reduce 
them to Obedience. 

In April, 1631, the Admiral and Sir 
George Ayſeuve came before the Iſland of St. 
Mary s, the Chief of the Scilly Iflands, and 
ſummoned 


TOW beganComplaints to be made to the 
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ſummoned Sir J. Greenville, afterwards Earl 


of Bath, then Governor of that Iſland, to 
ſurrender, who immediatly defired a Treaty, 
which was without Effect; for Sir F. Green- 
ville talked as if he had with him an Army, 
and was in a Condition not only to keep St. 
Mary's, but to- reſtore King Charles to the 
three Kingdoms; General Blake not heeding 
ſuch vain Airs, ordered the Troops to land, 
which, to the Number of Eight hundred, 
under the Command of Captain Morris, drove 


all that oppoſed them into St. Mary's Caſtle : 


Upon which, General Blake ordered to pla 

the Cannon of the Men of War, and prob 

bly this was the firſt Time that any Sea 
Commander thought that Ship Guns could 
have any Effect againſt the Stone Walls of a 
Caſtle a-ſhore, and Sir F. Greenville ſurren- 
dered in a Month after, on Condition, that he 
and his Men ſhould be made Priſoners of 


War. St. Mary's was a ſtrong Place, and, 


to excuſe the Surrender, Sir 7. Greenville 
ſaid, He wanted Water; but had he had ever 
ſo much, he, doubtleſs, muſt have done as 
he did. General Blake ſhipped fome of the 
Garriſon for Ireland, ſome for Scotland, 
and Sir George Ayſcue carried the Governor, 
and Part of his Garriſon, Priſoners to Pli. 
mouth, | 8 5 

Some of the Privateers of Scilly had brought 


in there ſeveral Duich Merchant men; the 
States having Notice of the Loſs, commanded 


Van 


Van Tromp, their Admiral, with twelve 


Stop. to, by the coming of Admiral Blake 


} , Ih 
Fr Men of War, to get Satisfaction, or to fall 10 
i 2 on thoſe lilands ; he had alſo Inſtructions to 75 
b! treat with Greenville, to deliver up Scilly - 1 
. f to the Dutch ; but this Intrigue was put a 1 


th 

with his Forces, and the Surrender of the | 1 
Iſland to him. | | | 

The Dutch ſeem, at TER 3 to be ex- | C 

tremely jealous of the growing Greatneſs and 


Power of the Common-wealth of England, 8 
and little conſidered that the 1. of Eu- tt 
rope, and the Proteſtant Religion, would, 7 
8 by that Greatneſs and Power, be out of all oj 
Danger from any Attacks or Inſults, either of 4 
France or Spain; both which we have ſeen to ü 
ha ve been already checked by the Parliament, 1 
for the Offence they had given them, by fa- I; 
youring the Prince and Party, whom they * 
11 had ſo long contended with, and at laſt over- rh 
. come. This Jealouſy of the Dutch had al- a 
71 ready driven them to give the Exgliſb Repub- y * 
lick very great Provocations. They had not K 
puniſhed ſeveral Ruffians, who attended King * 
Charles II. to Holland, and had cut the Throat 8 
of Dr. Doriſlaus, the Engliſb Miniſter at the * 
Hague. They had ſuffered the ſame Ruffian- = 
like People to inſult Oliver St. John, Eſq; '$, 
Great Grand-father to the late Viſcount Bol- 1 
lingbroke, and then Ambaſſador from the Par- of 
liament to the States-General. They had har- : 


boured King Charles II. and his Followers, con- h. 
trary 
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trary to ſeveral ſtrong Memorials and Repre- 


ſentat ions, delivered by the Miniſters of Eng- 
land for their Removal out of the States Do-' 
minions. They had defied, in ſome Meaſure, 
the Naval Power of England, by Fiſhing 
where they pleaſed, on our Coaſt, without 
Toll or Licence; and now they intrigued 


with Sir F. Greenville, and other Cavalier 


Officers, for delivering up the Eugliſb Iſlands 
in the South Channel to them, under Pretence * 
of putting King Clarles II. into Poſſeſſion of 

them. | 13 
After the Reduction of St. Mary's, the 
other Iſlands of Scilly ſubmmitted, and Ad- 


miral - Blake failed to the Iſle! of Jerſey, of 


which Sir George Carteret was Governor. 
This Gentleman had been named by the Par- 
liament, Vice- Admiral of their Fleet, when 
they conſtituted the Earl of Warwick Admi- 
ral, for he had been bred to the Sea Service, 
and had commanded a Man of War; but 


tak ing ſome Time to procure the Aſſent of 


King Charles I. for his accepting of that Com- 


mand, the Parliament gave it to another, and 


Sir G. Carteret had the Honour of having de- 
clined it out of Reſpect to the King, who 
made the Lord Fermyn, afterwards Earl of 


S/. Albans, Governor of Ferſey, and that 


Lord appointed, or procured to be appoint- 


ed, Sir George Carteret to be his Deputy there, 


in which Poſt he remained ſeveral Years, and 
had the ſole Management of the Affairs of that 
== | | Iſland 
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Iſland and | Guernſey, which ſtood out for 
Charles II. after his Father's Death, till Ad- 
miral Blake forced him to ſurrender. Blake 
had taken on Board Colonel Hayne's Regi- 
ment, and two other Regiments of Foot, and 
four Troops of Horſe. The Admiral's, 
Fleet was beaten back by a Storm, but at' 
laſt came to an Anchor, under the Iſland. 
about the latter End of O#eber, and tho' the 
Sea was ſtill rough, reſolved to land the next 
Day after his Arrival; Admiral Blake always, 
acting as if he thought Expedition was the 
Soul of all Military Affairs, and I do not 
find in all bis Hiſtory, that he ever loſt any 
Opportunity of diſtreſſing the Enemy, by 
ſtaying for Orders or Proviſions. The Ad- 


miral ſent his Men in Boats, at Three in 


the Morning, to attempt to land; how- 
ever, the Sea ran ſtill ſo high that they could 
not land till Eleven at Night, and then his 
Men, running the Boats a- ground, leaped. 
a-ſhore, moſt of them Neck deep in Wa- 
ter. They were, at their Landiog, deſperate- 
ly charged by a Troop of Horſe for about 
half an Hour, and then the Enemy fled, and 
Haynes's Men marched a Mile into the Iſland, 


where they found ſeveral Pieces of Cannon, 


but no Enemy to oppoſe them. The next 
Morning they marched to ſeveral Forts. 
where they met with nothing but Guns and 
Colours. The next Day they drew out on a 
Hill, in Sight of Elizabeth Caſtle, ſurround- 
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ed with Rocks and Sea, inacceſſible, if any 


Thing could have reſiſted Blake's Bravery 
and the Parliament's Forces. The Enemy 


had a Fort under the Hill, which they quit-, 
ted, and another Fort near Elizabeib Caſtile, 
Thus, in three Days, was all the Iſland re- 
duced, except Mount Orgueil and Elizabeib 
Haynes lay down before Orgyeil Caſtle 
whileBlake battered Elizabeth Caſtle with his 
Cannon from the Fleet. Colonel Haynes was, 
a Fortnight before Mount Orgueil, which at. 
laſt ſurrendered to him on honourable Con-, 
ditions ; he found, in it twenty Braſs and Iron 


Guns, twenty Barrels of, Fowder,, One thou- 


fand Arms, and two Months. Proviſions for 
ſeventy Men. Colonel Philip Carteret, who 
was Governor of Mount Orgueil Caſtle, ſti- 
pulated when he ſurrendered, that he and his 
Officers ſhould have an Act of Oblivion, and 
the Parliament paſſed ſuch a one in their Fa- 
vour. Sir G.Carteret retired to Elixabeib Caſtle; 
upon which Admiral Blake blocked it up on all 
Sides, and plied it with continual F cen 
Ships; his third Shot fell upon the old Church 
there, killed and wounded thirty Perſons, and. 


endangered the Governor and his Lady, which 


ſo frightned her, that ſhe. perſuaded her Huſ- 
band to treat, but he was in ExpeQation. of. 
Relief from France; Fermyn, and other Mi- 
niſters of Charles II. being chen in Treaty at 
Paris to ſell that Iſland to the Frencb King. 
1 | 8 — 
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but his Lady embarked that ſame Night for 


Fance, with ſeveral Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Upon this alſo. ſeveral of the Garriſon made 
their Eſcape, and others, who were taken in 
the Attempt, were hanged up immediately. 

Sir George made a gallant Defence till about 
the Middle of December, when he hung out 
the White-Flag; and, after a Siege of fifty 
Days, ſurrendered, tho? not then for want of 
Ammunition and Proviſion, for in the Caſtle 
were found ſeventeen Pieces of Braſs Cannon, 
thirty-ſix Iron, Four hundred and fifty Muſ- 
er ſixty- four Barrels of Powder, Five thou- 
and Pounds weight of Match, One thouſand 


Great Shot, One hundred Weight of Muſ- 


. four Tons of Lead, two Tons of 
ſixty Hogſheads of Biſcuits, forty- 
eight Buſhels of Wheat, thirty-two Buſhels 
arley; One hundred and ſixty Buſhels of 


Halt: thirty ſix Buſhels of Peaſe, fifty Sides 


of Pork, Sixty thouſand Weight of Poor-Fobn, 
three -Hogſheads of French Brandy, four 


Pipes of Spaniſh Wine, ten Hogſheads of 


French Wine, ſixteen Hogſheads of Beer, 
ſixty Quarters of Salt, ſix Hogſheads of Beef, 
with, great Store of Proviſions for Three hun- 
dred and eighty Men, to which they were 
reduced, Sir George Carteret and his Officers 
were tranſported to St. Malo's in France, 


where, according to  Whithcke, they had 


coarſe. Entertainment, only himſelf and nine 
more being ſuffered to come into the Town. 
| General 


Admiral BLAKE. 45 


General Blate had again the Thanks of the 
Houſe, as had alſo Colonel Haynes. . 


During Blake's being before Elizabeth 
Caſtle, he was elected one of the Council of 
State for the enſuing Year, and Oliver, who 
began now to ſet up for himſelf, careſſed 
him highly. 

After the reducing of Jerſey, General Blake 
ſummoned Comet Caſtle in Guernſey, the only 
Place in that Iſland which ſtood out againſt 


the Parliament; the General offered tlie Gar- 


rifon very honourable Conditions, the Caſtle 


having held out many Years, as, indeed, well 


it might, not having been attacked; the 
Governor terrified with the Fate of Elizabeth 
and Orgueil Caſtles, accepted them. 

In March, 165 1. -2, Blake was conſtituted 


ſole e for nine Months. 


Something has been ſaid of the Cauſes of 
Diſcontent between the two Republicks, Eng- 
land and Holland, both equally jealous of their 


Navigation, their Trade, and their Maritime 


Glory; the Parliament of England was encou- 
raged to aſſert their Claim and their Right by: a 
Series of many Succeſſes over the Enemy, for 
many Years paſt; the Dutch ſeemed to be ani- 
mated only by that Jealouſy which we have 
ſpoken of, for we cannot think they could 
receive any Encouragement from the Nego- 
ciations of a Prince and "of whom the 


Parliament had driven out of their Country. 
FIOWEVer; the Inſtances of th 


Prince and 
"Pap 
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Party were ſo agreeable to the Spirit then pre. 
vailing.in Holland, againſt the growing Pow- 
er of the new Common-wealth of England, 

that the Dutch were prevailed with to fend 
King Charles II. into Scotland, and to ſupply 
"him with Arms and Ammunition, which 
alone could not but occaſion a Rupture with 
the Parliament, but one of their Ships, Captain 


Green Commander, was attacked and taken 


by a Dutch Man of War. The Eygliſb Mer- 
n had complained very much of their 
Sufferings by the Hollanders in the Sound, and 
no Redreſs could be obtained; the Buſineſs 
of Amboyna till grated on the Minds of the 
Engliſb, it amen 12 with very good Reaſon, 
for the Dutch, by ſerprizing and deſtroying 


the Exgliſb in that Factory, ſo engrofied and 


ſecured to themfelves, the Spice Illands and 
Trade, that the Eugliſb have been entirely 
outed of it ever ſince, and thereby ſuffered 
more Damage than by all their Wars with 
' France, from that Time to this Day. The 
Parliament could not conſider it without a 
jult Reſentment, which was ſharpened by 
this and other Cauſes of Diſſatis faction, that 
they were as ready to enter into a War 


with the Hollunders, as the latter were to 


drive them to it. But meeting with ſome 
Sood Reffectionꝭ on this Rupture betwixt 
gland and Nag in a late Hiſtory, I 
Preter What is, id there, to what 1 could 
my ſelf ſay on that Subject. | 

CC In 


the 


tio 


re- 
W- 
nd, 
end 
Ply 
ich 
71th 
tain 
ken 
ler- 
heir 
and 
neſs 
the 
fon, 
ying 


and 


and 
irely 
ered 
with 
'The 
UNT a 
| by 

that 
War 


re to 


ſome 
TWIX 
by? | 
could 


« In 


Admiral BLAKE. 47 
* In Effect, the true Intereſts of the Two 
„ States were inſeperable, as they were a 
„Free and Proteſtant People, and it was 
very unworthy the Character of the Dutch 
00 Nation, for Wiſdom and Warineſs, to 
give the Parliament ſo many juſt Occaſions 
„ for Offence: Twas no Excuſe that the 
„ Princeſs.of Orange, their Stadtholder's Con- 
ſort, was a Princeſs of England, and on her 
Account, they were obliged to ſuffer the Re- 
ſidence of her Brothers, and their deſperate 
Attendants, ar the Hague, after the Miniſters 
of England had been murdered and inſult- 
„ ed there. The States- General had no Re- 
lation to her, and if Princes have no Con- 
e cern for Kindred; when Intereſt is in queſ- 
tion, much leſs ſhould Republicks have. 
* The Aſſiſtance they had given the King 
was, in many Caſes, well known to the 


(e 
(e 
cc 
(e 


cc 


„ Common- wealth of England; and Power, 
* crowned with Victory, is not wont to put 


<« up ſuch Affronts. Add to this, that the 
% Encroachments of the Dutch, in Com- 


„ merce, were not likely to be paſſed over by 


a wiſe, potent, and trading Republick, 


great in Councils and in Arms, is would 


not admit of any laterruption by T rade, 
„ Intereft or Glory.“ 


The ſmall Satisfaction for the Murder of 
their Agent Doriſiaus was another Conſidera- 
tion, and now their Fleet diſputing the Right 
of the Flag in the Narrow Seas, provoked 


the 
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the Parliament to order their Admirals to 
ſeize on Dutch Ships for Repriſals, which 
they did; and tho? they were afterwards diſ- 
charged, the Dutch, too willing to catch at 


any Thing for a Cauſe of 
Van Tromp to inſult the Engliſh Admiral, 


-who was the moſt improper Perſon in the 


Peng to o be dealt with ſo rudely. 


His Management of. the Dutch 
War, his glorious Victories and 


* Succeſſes therein till A. feed 


fo 3 Peace. 


HE Parliament had. Notice, from 
Time to Time, of the great Prepara- 

-tions making in Holland, towards equipping 
-a Fleet; and in May their Admiral Van 
Vomp, with about forty-two Sail of Men of 
War, was diſcovered on the Back of the 
. Goodwin-Sands by Major Bourne, who com- 
manded a Squadron of eight Exgliſb Ships. 
The Duich bore towards Dover Road, upon 
which the Greybound Frigate was command- 
ed to make fail and to ſpeak with them, 
which ſhe did, 
Top- ſail. The Captain of the Greybound de- 
manded to know, why there came in ſuch a 
Fleet 


— 


1 


varrel, ordered 


and then they ſtruck their 
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dui * Time of Treaty; wherenpon two 


or three of the Duich Commanders came on 
Board the Greyhound, and ſaid, they had a 
Meſſage from Admiral Tramp, to the Com- 
mander in Chief of the Zxglih Fleet, That 


Ihe Nertherly; Minds having biawn hard ſeveral 


Days, they were force farther Southwards that 
They intended, and having rode for ſome Daw 


off Dunkirk, bey had loft ſeveral Cables and 


2570 0 Vng they meant 110 I; to (6 
Engliſh Nation. 


The Weather not being ſo bad as to * SB 


 Tromp in, this was looked on as a ſlight An- 


ſwer, an his diſreſpecttul Behaviour towards 


; the £118 liſh, confirmed their Jealouſy of him. 


7 Blake, with the teſt of the Fleet, 
was to the Weſtward when, Major Bourne 
ſpied the Duich behind the Gopdwin-Sangds ; 
the latter immediately ſent him Aclvice of it, 
and Bigke made what Haſte he could to ply 
towards them. 
On the 19th, in the Morning, he ſaw 
them at Anchor about Daver- Road, and be- 
ing within three Leagues of them, they 
weighed and ſtood to the Eaſtward, when 
an Advice. Boat, from Holland, came u 
with them, and ſoon after Admiral VanTromp 
made all the Sail he could towards Admiral 


_ Blake, and bore down directly on his Fleet, 


Van Tromp being the Headmoſt. UI ON 
which, Blake fired a firſt, ſ:cond and third 
Gyn without Ball, a Signal tor him to ſtrike; 


o 


EY 
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to which the:Datch Admiral anſwered with 


a Gun from his Poop, and hung out a Red 
Flag, a Signal for his whole Fleet. Blake 


took it right, and ſingled out Van Tromp, to 


treat with him about his refuſing the Point of 


Honour to the Engh/h, and prevent, if poſſi- 
ble, the Effuſion of Blood. When - Blake 


approached nearer to Yan Tromp, he, and 
the reſt of his Fleet, contrary to the Law 


of Nations, the Engliſb Admiral coming with 
a Deſign to treat, fired on Blake with whole 


Broadſides. 8 
The Admiral was in his Cabin with ſome 


of his Officers, little expecting ſuch a Return, 


when the Shot broke the Windows of his 
Ship, and ſhattered the Stern, which put 


him in a Paſſion, and curling his Whiſkers, 


as he uſed to do when he was angry, com- 
manded his Men to anſwer the Dutch in their 
kind, ſaying, when the Heat of his Paſſion 
was ſomewhat over, He took it very ill of Van 
Tromp, that he took his Ship for a Bawdy- 
houſe, and broke his Windows. © 3 £11201 


Blake's Ship being- the Headmoſt alſo. of 


his Fleet, was by that Means engaged, for 
ſome Time, ſingly with the Dutch, who had 
above two Ships to one when Major Bourne's 
Squadron had joined him. i 

However, the Engliſb maintained the Fight 


ſour Hours, till Nine at Night, when they 
were A bY the Darkneſs, to give over, 
and Yan Tromp made to the French Coaſts, 


leaving 


2 „8 — A 2 Fame,, 


* 
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leaving behind him two of his Men of War, 
the one of thirty Guns taken, the other ſunk 
as ſhe was towing up the River. The Dutch 
had Two hundred killed, and Two hundred 
and fifty taken; of the Engliſs but fifreen 
were killed, and moſt of them in the Admi- 
ral's Ship, which had received One thouſand 
Shot, ſeventy in the Hull; the Maſter and 
thirty-five of the Men were wounded; all 
her Rigging was torn to Pieces, and ſhe had 
ſeveral Shot between Wind and Water. 
The Dutch Priſoners confeſted, that Tromp's 
hanging out the Red Flag was a Signal for 
them to fall on the Znghſh. EG 

But Admiral Blake's own Letter to the 
Lords of the Admiralty, giving an. Account 
of this Engagement, will be more ſatisfac- 
tory, . becauſe therein the Reader will - ſee 
whatwas the AdmiraPs Opinion of this raſh 

ſegular Attempt of the Dutch, | 


anch ier 


Right Honourable, 0 


wn 


c I Have diſpaiched away this Expreſs to 

A pour Honours, to give you an Account 
« of what paſſed Yefterday, between us andthe 
„Dutch Fleet. Being in Rye-Bay, I recei- 
ved Intelligence from Major Bourne, that 
Van Tromp, wish Forty Sail of Ships, was 
* off the South-Sand-Head 3 whereupon J 
% made all poſſible Speed to ply up towards 
«© them, and Teſterday, in the Morning, doe ſaw 

them in, or near, -Dover-Road : Being come 
| | Wil hin 


ce 


KJ 
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* within three Leagues of them, they apeighed, 
« and fied away by a Wind to the Kali 
t leave US, 10 avoid the Diſpute of ihe Flag 3 
about two Hours afterwargs, they altered 
% their Courſe, and bore directly tommards us, 


% Van Tromp the Headmoſt ; whereupon we 


6 /ay by, and put ourſelves in @ fighting Poſ- 
& ture, judging they bad a Reſolution to engage: 
„% Being come within Muſqaet-/ot, I gave Or- 
„ der to fire ad his Flag, which was done 


«© thrice aſter the third Shot, be let fly a 


% Broadfide at us. Major Bourne, with thoſe 
« Ships which came from the Downs, being 
6 eight, was then making towards us; Wwe con- 
c Jinued fighting till Night ; then our Ship Be. 
«& ing unable to ſail, by Regjon that all our 
« Rigging and Sails were extremely ſhattered, 
% our Mizin-maſt ſhot off, we came, with Ad- 
« vice of the Captains, to an Anchor ab 


2 


* 


Fn 


efit 


« three or four Leagues off the Neſs, lo r 


ce our Ship, at which we laboured all the 


% Night. This Morning weleſhied the Dutch 
« Fleet about four Leagues diftant from ours, 
« towards the Coaſt of France. By Advice of 
& a Council of War, it was reſolved to ply io 
« I/indward, and io keep the Weather-gage, 
« and we are now ready to let fall our Anchor 
« this Tide. IVhat Courſe the Dutch Fleet 
e ſteers wwe do not well know, nor can we tell 
ce what Harm we have done them, but vue 
« ſuppoſe one of them to be ſunk, and _— 
| jg 


Admiral BLAKE. 53 
% of thirty Gans wwe have taken, with the Cap- 
«< hams of both: The Main maſt of the fri being 
« ſhot by the Board, and much Water in the 
Hulu, made Captain Lawſon 10 forfake her. 
& Me bd fin Mien of ours flain, and nine or 
« ter deſperately wountled, and dtocnty. ,v 
«© ore not witbont Dunger; among them, 
« our Maſter and one of bis Mates, und other 
« Officers. We have receroed abont feventy 
% Great-ſhot in our Hull and Maſts, in our 
- « Sails and Rigging without Number; and 
« being engaged with the whole Body of the 
„ Hlret, fer ihe Spave of folrr Hours, being the 
« Mark at which 0 aimed, ur f reeds 
64 arrnocpieng it a greaf Mere, tht w bad 
« i mors Harm. Om Flop is; the: righte: 
c offs God wilt continue ihe fore nt us, if 
« thepe du ariſe a War belt ts, bey being 
3 ris in the Breur h, and ſeeking. a reafron 


* 


i guarrel, and watching, as it feems, an 
6 4 antage, is brave as 2b o own 
« Conſts.” X 


From on Board the — chen Leagues 
off the Hydes, the 20th of May, 1652. | 


Yout humble Servant, 


RoBERT BLAKE, 


Thus, it is very plain, were the Dutch 
the Aggreſſors in this War; and, ?tis: more 


than — that the Advice-Boat, which 


Ca ——_ 
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came from Holland to Van Tromp, Juſt be- 
fore the Engagement, brought him the Or- 


ders from his "Maſters, to engage, tho? it 
was ſo raſh an Action, and ſo very ill ground- 
ed in Council, that it is ſtrange fo grave and 


mrereſted a People ſhould have run into it. 


Yet the Dutch Ambaſſadors excuſed the Buſi- 


neſs as well as they could, pretending the | 


States-General knew nothing of it, 1 diſ- 
own'd their Admiral. 


Upon the News of this Engagement, the 
Parliament ordered a Guard to be ſet on the 


Dutch Ambaſſador's Houſe at Chelſea, to de- 
fend them from the Aſſaults of the enraged 
Multitude, The Demands of the Engliſh 
were ſo high, being very much advanced by 
the Infolence and Damage of the. late Action, 


that theſe Ambaſſadors ' ſaw their Maſters 


had no Way to deal with them, but to con- 
tinue the War; and the Truth is, the Inci- 
dent of this War is a very good Leſſon, for all 
Nations kere iſter to beware how they run pre- 
cipitately into a Rupture, if the ir Honour and 
their Intereſt can be maintained without it; 
for here we ſee, that the Dutch wiſhed them- 
ſelves out of it, almoſt as ſoon as they were 

entered into it. 
- Blake lay in the Downs, preparing and in- 


creaſing his Fleet, when Cromwell, and Mr. 


Dennis Bond, went down to the Admiral to 
concert with him about refitting and rein- 
forcing the Fleet, and to aſſure him of all 

poſſible 
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poſſible Aſſiſtance from the Republick, tho? 
he wanted no Exhortation ; his whole Soul 
was in the Cauſe of his Country 4 and as to 
his Courage and Conduct, they were never 
once objected againſt in the whole Courſe of 
his Service: He had a Contempt for Riches, 
Which was the more glorious, for that he 
acquired more Riches for the Common- 
wealth, than all other Admirals I ever heard 
of; and as to Honour, he had-no Reliſh of 
any, that centered not in ſerving the Publick. 
To witneſs his Satisfaction in che Poſture of 
his Affairs, and to encourage his Sailors with 


the Hopes of engaging Heaven in zheir Quar- 


rel; he, his Officers, and Seamen; as it was 
the "Cuſtom of thoſe Times, kept [ſeveral 
Days of Humiliation, and, as I was informed 


by a Perſon who attended him in his Cabin, 
himſelf prayed in Publick with his People, 
for he did not care to truſt the Performance 


of that great Duty wholly to Ship Chap- 
lains. How different was this from the Prac- 
tice: of moſt of our modern Heroes, who 
think ſuch Devotion looks mean, and be- 
low heroick Spirits, who will own no De- 
pendance on any Power but their own. - 
Blake detatched Captain Peacock and Cap- 
tain Taylor, to look out the  Duteh< Fleet, 
which — been refitted with great Dilig 
and Diſpatch, as was alſo his own. 
two Captains met with two Dutch Men © 


War, on the Coaſt of Handers, which again 
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refuſing to ſtrike to them, another Engage- 
ment commented, and proved à very ſharp 
one. The Eu Ty boarded one of the Dulch 
Men of War, and took all her Officers and 
Sea men, but the Ship was ſo ſhattered ſhe 
could not ſwim 3 the other Ship ran herſelf 
on the Sands to avoid being taxen. 

On the 10th of Jus the Admiral having 
received Advice, as he lay in Dover Road, of a 
Fleet of twenty-ſix Merchant- men, under 
Convoy of three Men of War, paſſing by the 
Dons, he detarched -a- ſmjall Squadron after 
them; the Eugliſb took the Merchant- men 


and their Convoy, not one eſcaping; tlie 


Admiral had before taken ten Durch Ships, 
and had now ſent up forty rich Prizes in leſs 
than a Month. Such a Month's Expedi- 
tion, would, at any Tine ever ſince, have 
given a Sea Commander ſuch a Reputation, 


char the People would have thought erbught 


cauld never be done for him; but this, great 
as id was, adds very lirtle Euſtre to the Cha- 
racer of an Admiral, whoſe whole Life was 
one continued Glory. 


- HE ſcoured rhe Seas fo clean, chat the 
Helland Merchants were afraid ts come thro” 


the Cbunnel, and put into IJueuch Ports, from 
whence they ſent their Cargoes by Land 
Carriage to Holiaud, by which Fraffick, 
moſt certainly, the Merchants could net be 
very much enriched ; and that male nn the 


8 * * 
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Dutch more than their Defeats and Loſſes at 
Bale was joined in Dover Road by Sir 
Surge Alſtue, who had made his ff. India 
Voyage fince the Reduction of Scilly.” Blake's 
Fket now conſiſted of about One hundred 
Men of War, and hac two Regiments put 
on Board them; which, perhaps, were the 
firſt Troops that might have been diftinguiſh- 
ed by the Name of Marines, and ſhews the 
Neceſſity of thets in Naval Armamenits. 
The States-General could not but expect 
the Effects of their intended Rupture, after 
the Order they had given their Admirals not 
fo ſtrike, but the ill Succeſs of Van Tromp, 
NM when he had above forty Men of War, and 
Blate no thofe than twenty- one, greatly 
alarmed them; and they immediately dit- 
_ patched the Lord Pats, to join with their 
other Ambaſſadots in Euglann, and procure 
} a Contimiation of the Treaty, and a Diſ- 
charge of the Priſohers, pretending; that the 
Quarrel wis begun by Admiral Blake, or, 
at Teaft, that what Van Tromp did, was not 
By their Orders; but this Negotiation ended 
without any Effect, their Powers not war- 
_ ratiting.them to give the Satisfaction England 
„ 8 
In the mean Time, Admiral Blate was ve- 
ry watchful in forwarding the Work he was 
employed in, and às he was a principal Man in 
the Goyernment, he could not but be very 
e ä „ 
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well apprized of the Parliament's Deſires and 
Intentions 3 and leaving Sir George Ayſcue with 
the Fleet on the Coaſt of England, himſelf, 
with about forty Men of War, ſailed North- 


ward, as far as the Dutch Fiſhery, on the 
Coaſt of Scotland. There were about Six 


hundred Herring Buſſes, under the Convoy 
of twelve large Men of War. Admital Blake 


fell on the Men of War, ſunk three of them, 
and took nine, and all the Herring Buſſes; 


out of which he took Fiſh, as he thought fit, 
and let the Dutch carry off their Buſſes, which 
he had not Hands to man himſelf: And tho? 
Ludlow thinks. the Buſſes ſnould have been 


Kept to have ſer up an Exgliſb Fiſhery, yet 


the many Projects of that kind ſince, which 
have all miſcarried, ſhew that no ſuch Uſe 
could have been made of them. 4: 
Theſe Buſſes are hugeHulks of Three, Four 
or Five hundred Tons, manned (and, if it were 
not for jingle) woman'd with twelve or four- 
teen Hands at moſt; for the Maſter, with his 
Wife and Family, live on Board. Thus all 
extraordinary Charge, in Maintenance and 
Wages, is ſaved; for the Females, as well 
as Males, when they grow up, are ſet to 


Work, and there is ſo much of it, of ſeve- 


ral Kinds, a board a Ship in the Fiſhing 
Trade, that a Child of four Years old, if 
healthy and ſtrong, can get his Bread. By 


this it appears evidently, that the Dutch have, 


in this Fiſhery, One hundred per Cent, Ad- 
1 A | vantage 


of 
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vantage of the Engliſh, who, in no Branch of 
Trade or Labour, will go out of their own 
Way of Living, for the Sake of Traffic. 

The Admiral ſent ſix of the Men of War 
he had taken, - manned with Eugliſb Men, to 
attend Major-General Dean, then purſuing! 
the Scots in the Nprth of Scoiland.-. It is worth 
noting here, 'that the renewing the War in 
Scotland ard England, was chiefly owing to the 
Aſſiſtance which the Dutch gave King Charles 
for tranſporting himſelf. thither; for he had 
nothing to carry with him, but what he was 
ſupplied with in Holland. © 
On the 12th of Auguſt, Admiral Blake 
arrived in the Downs with his Fleet and 
Prizes z where, having refreſhed two or three 
Days, and reinforced his Fleet, he ſtood ovet 
to the Coaſt of Holland, to look for the Dutch. 
In the mean Time, Sir George Ayſcue ſailed 
Weſtward, and met with De Ruyter off Pli- 
mouth, with whom he fought three Days, the 

Advantage, on the Dutch Side, being near 

Iwo Ships to One. Blake followed Sir George 
to the Weſt, miſſing the Enemy on their 
Coaſts, and, in his Way, took ten Dutch 
Prizes. The Council of State hearing Witie 
WS uitenſz (Van Tromp deſiring to be excuſed) 
was coming from Holland to join De Ruyter, 
diſpatched an Expreſs. to the Admiral, or- 
dering him back to the Downs. 'T he Admiral 
ſeat ſix Men of War to reinforce Sir George 
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Aſeue at Plimbuth, and returned himſelf, 
witty five! Dutch WeſtInilia; and ſixty- four 


Streights Ships, valued at Two hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds; which he had taken. 


It: Ras been obſerved; that the French: 


for what Reaſon one can ſcarce conceive, 


beſide their inveterate' - unalterable Ha- 
tred to the Engliſh; took hold of the firſt 
Occaſion, after the Rupture of the t 
Republicks, under various Pretenees, to 
_ commit Hoſtiſities againſt the Engliſd; it 

could: be nothing but their national! Hatred 
that induced them to it; for as to King 
Charles IL. his Brothers and Family, chey were 
O ill treated in Hane, that the Princeſs Hen- 
rietta Maria was obliged” to the Cardinal De 
Retz for the Eoan of Money to aſſiſt her 
in the meaneſt and moſt neceffi yy Supports 
of Life: Thus one cannot doubt but the 


French eher committed theſe Hoſtilities as 


Pirates, or to do & good Turn to the Datch, 

whom t — thought fit to court, while they 
were at War with Spain, which” was almoſt 
perpetually; The ſeveral Depredations of the 


French on the Enghſh' Commerce, were well 


known. to, and refentedi by, the Engliſs Par- 
kament, and their brave Admiral Blake, who, 
while he ode in the Downs, in the Beginning 


of September, having received Intelligence of 


a Frehch Fleet on the Coaſts of France, he 
immediately weighedAnchor, and ſtood over. 
He ſpy'd them in Calais Road, and they ſpy- 
ing him, weighed and failed for Dunkirk 3 


Blake 
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Blake purſued 1 them as fir as he could: for the 
Sands, and took moſt of them: Among 
the reſt; 

The Triton, thirty-two Guns, cottirnanded 
by the Chevalier De Yerdill'; in which- was 
Monſieur Bimulet, Admiral of this Fleet. 


The Shepherd, thirty Guns, commanded 


by the Chevalier Boiſmerant. 


by the Chevalier De la CBarte, 


The Duttheſs, thirty-two Guns, commands - 


ed by Monſieur De la Roche. 


The Creſſent, twenty-ſix Guns, command- 


ed by Monſieur De la Vel Dean. 


The Hunter, twenty-two Guns, commands 


ed by Monſieur De la Gieleck. 
Lewis, ety ch be e com- 


Stöter ah Provitiieg at Fea a for 8. — Re- 
lief of DunkiF ; but being, thus intterrupted 


the Engl iſs, the Dunkirkers. deſpairing 

of Relief, Fufretidered: the Town to the 
Spaniatds. 

8 


Naval Armament was made in Concett: 
the Dutch, who were ſtill glad of all C 
tunities of having the Spaniards _ diſtreſled 5 * 


but it is no where mentioned, what Enquiry 
Admiral Blake made into this Matter, or that 


hase loſt Time in waiting for 3 Orders 
to 


. 
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Phi Gift of God, thirty Guns, commands 


By which it appears, that this 
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to act againſt the French, tho the Republick 
had not made any Declaration of War with 
France, or iſſued general Orders for Repri- 
ſals; which is another Proof that Admi- 
ral Blake's Powers were as extenſive as is 
neceſſary for great and advantagious Enter- 
Prizes. 
De Ruyter eſcaped Blake's Fleet, conſiſting; 
of One hundred and eight Ships; and gi 
George Ayſcue ſailed Eaſtward to join e 
| Admiral, which he did in the Don. De 
| Ruyter having met Witie Witienſe, they made 
together a Fleet of ſixty Sail, not above Half 
] the Number of the Engliſh. Blake, by his 
| Scouts, underſtanding Milte Wittenſz was on 
the Back of the Goodwin-Sands, commanded 
all his Seamen a-board;. on Paig of Death, 
and called a Council of War, Whe 
*£was not fit to put out to Sea 4 Night 
coming on. The next Day the-Dutch were 
out of Sight, ſtanding to their own Coaſts; 
and the Day proving foul, the Admi- 
ral could not follow them with his Fleet. 
The Dutch had Two hundred Merchant. men 
in their Convoy. September 28 the Admi— 
ral and the Fleet got under Sail, a freſh Gale, 
> orth-weſt ; at Noon the diſcovered 
Dutch, and tho* he had only three of his 
own Squadron with hich, Vice-Admiral Pen, 
with his Squadron at ſome Diſtance, and the 
reſt a League or two a Stern, he bore in 
* amongęſt 


amongſt BY 4 pate” was ds faded by 


Pen and Bourne, and the Fight began warm 


ly on both Sides. Blake falling to the Wind- 
ward of their Admiral, Was a- ground; 3 the 
Sovereign ſtruck ſeveral. Ties, ſo did the 
Keſolution, the St. Andrew and Pen's Ship; 
but they got off again without any Da- 
mage. Three of the Enemy's Ships were 
diſabled at the firſt Brunt, and another as 


taken by 05 aPta 1 
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n Mildmay, in the Nonſuch. 


thought, ſcarce a Ship of the Dutch Fleet 
would have got off. 


On the. 29th, as Day broke, the Exgliſt 


ſpied the. Dutch North-eaſt, two Leagues 


off; Admiral Blake bore up to them, but 
the Dutch having the Wind of him, he could- 
not reach them; he commanded: his light 
Frigates to ply as near as they could, and- 
keep firing while the reſt bore up after chem; 
ſome Shot was ſpent between the Engliſb and 
Dutch, who ſoon hoiſted their Sails and ran 


for it. On the 3oth the Enemy were al- 
moſt out of Sight, the Eugliſb ſtill purſuing 


them, in Sight of Weſt Gabel, in Zealand, 


till they ſaw them run into the Gree, Fhe 
Admiral then called 4 
ſeeing the Ships were ſo near the Shallows, 


and that ſome) of them wanted Proviſions, TW. 
Was reſolved to return to the Downs: The 


Engliſh 


r 


e was towing off; the Rear-Admiral was 


Was entirely on the Eugli iſh + Side, 
and hid not Night prevented them, 'twas 


Eouncil of War, and 
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gli Toft few Men, not one Ship; the K- 
nemy had their Rear-Admiral taken, two 
Ships ſunk, and one blown up, Two thou 
find woundedd Men were landed out of the 
Butch Fleet, dd Wie Purciſz layd the 
Fault on the Cowardice of funie of his Cap- 
earns, and to the Numbers of the Enifh; 
nd, indeed, the latter, if it was true, was 
4 good-Reaſon. Admiral Blake, after the 
Fight, ordered feveral Ships to the Coaſt of 
Hblnd, and fent others a ching; which. 
not only fetured the Elis Merchagts in 
ttieir Trade, but wonderfully annoyèd the 
Subjects of the States General, and made 
them heartily weary of the War, fometited' 
ctiieffy' by the Faction of the Princefs-Royal 
of Orange, in Favour of her Brother King 
Charles II. For there were ſeveral principal 
Members of the Common: wealth in Holland, 
whs' had by no Means the Intereft of that 
Prince at Heart; and, indeed, fo little Re- 
gerd for the Houfe of Orange, that they en- 
dextvotired to reduce that Princeſs's Son, af- 
terwards our Glorious Kitts William III. and. 


their Stadtholder, to the Condition of a private 


Man; and their War with the Common- 
wealth of England, was certainly out of Jea- 
louſty of their growing Power at Sea, as has 

- been before obſerved , RE 

Van Tromp was now reſtored to his Com- 
mand, at the Solicitation of Denmark; and, 

Witte Wittenſzs laid aſide, becauſe unfortu- 


> 


| | na te. 
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nate. The former, to ſhew he deſcived. the 
Favour of his Maſters, was very induſtrious! 
to get a large Fleet ready to fight the Emir... 


Accordingly Van Tromp, wüh One hundred | 


and ten Men of War, beſides Firtefthips, be- 
ing joined by ſeventeen Men of War from 
Zealand, in all Ohe hundred and twenty: ſeven 
Ships of the Line, failed from the: — 
with Orders to convoy out of the Channel 
near Five hundred Merchant- men, bound for 
France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Barbary and 
the Legant, and to take alll the Advantages' 
he couſd of the Exgiiſß Moſt of the Dnteb? 
Merchant Ships were, by Streſs of Weather, 
and contrary Winds, driven Back to theis 
 Harbvurs, but their Men of War kept out at 


Sea 5 and Yan Tromp having received Advice, 


that General Nate had ſent twenty of his” 
Ships to convoy a Fleet of laden. Colliers from. 
Newcafile, twelve towards Plimouth,. avid fif- 


teen up the. River to refit, came into the 


Dotons,, with' dighty Men of War, Blake hu 
ving with him bout ehirtysſeven; Notwith- 
ſtanding which Diſparity of Numbers, Mate, 
with the Ap 1 of a Council of War, 
reſolved to fight the Dutch Fleet. Accord 
ingly he engaged them about Noon, November 
the 29th, and the Fight continued till it was 
dark. In this Fight Half the Eagliſh Fleet, 
as ſmall as it was, came not up for want, or 
Pretending want of Men, inſomuch that a 
| . 11 here the Brunt of the whole Dutch: 
Fleet. 
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Fleet. Blake, in the Triumph, was always in | 


the Hotteſt of the Action, and his Ship, the 
Vanguard, and the YViffory, engaged twenty 
of the Enemy's beſt Ships at once, and yer 
got clear of them all. In the Evening the 
Garland, a forty Gun Ship, was boarded by 
two Dutch Flags, and after ſne had blown up 
her Decks, for want of Men, was taken. 
The Bonaventure, a hired Merchant-man, 
attempting to relieve the Garland, was 
boarded, yetcleared her Decks ſeveral Times ; 
but the Captain being killed, ſhe' was alſo 


taken. Admiral Blake: going in the-Triumph 


to relieve the Garland, had his Fore-maſt 
ſhot by the Board, was twice boarded, yet 
got clear off, as did all the reſt, except the 
Bonaventure, and the Garland. Two other 
Ships, both Merchant- men, fell into the E- 


nemy's Hands. | 


_- Blake finding that the Dutch had above two 


Ships to his one, that the Engliſʒ were ver 


much diſabled, and that the Dutch had alſo 


the Advantage of the Wind, drew his Fleet 
into Leigh Road, to be recruited with Ships 
and Men. One of the Dutch Flags was 
blown up, and all the Men drowned, and 
both Van Trompand De Ruyter's Ships were ſo 


much damaged, that they were incapable of 


Service till they were repaired. However, 
Van Tromp was ſo elated with this little Suc- 
ceſs, that he ordered a Broom to be fixed 


to his Main- top, faying, He would ſweep" the 


Britiſh 


& 
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Britiſh Seas M all Engliſn Men of Mar: An 
Act of Inſolence, if not Brutality, very much 
unworthy the Reputation Van Tromp' had ac- 
quired by his military Sea Actions; and, in- 
deed, the Glory of this received ſo much 
Abatement, by conſidering the vaſt Odds in 
the Number of his Ships and Men, and the 
Advantage of the Winds, both which he had 
over Admiral Blake, the latter's coming, off 
with ſcarce more Loſs than even himſelf. 
The true Superiority in the Fortune in the 
Fight, ſeems to be on the Side of the Engii/b 
Admiral, and therefore, we ſhall make no 
Excuſe for having ſaid before, that his mili- 
tary Life was one continued Glory. Van 
Tromp's Victory, if it may be ſo called, was 
very ſhort, and we ſhall ſoon ſee what Ven- 
geance Blake took for the Affront he received 
from Lan Yromp. .;. fi, nail es 
After this Blow, the Eugliſb were very bu- 
ſy in repairing and recruiting their Navy, 
General Dean was newly arrived from Scot- 
land, and was ordered to Sea with General 
Monk, in joint Commiſſion with Blake. The 
re- calling Monk out of Scotland, was the moſt 
impolitick Meaſure that this Common- wealth 
ever took, and, doubtleſs, it was owing to 
the Influence that Cromwell began to have in 
their whole Government. . Cromwell knew 
well that he could make Monk do what he 
pleaſed, that he was hardy enough to under- 

take any Thing that was raſh, and crafty 
ee N enough 
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enough" to conceal his true Sentiments, that 


he might be at Liberty to act as was · moſt 


agreeable to his Intereſt and Morals. _ 
The States of Holland being informed: that 
Re and his Collegues Were providing # 
Fleet of eighty Sail, ſent an Expreſs to 
75 m—_ then' at the 72 of Rh#, to block up 
the River of Thames, ant! prevent rheit 
coming our. Tomy was preparing to execute 
his Matters Orders, when; contrary to his 


and their Expectations, he heard that 


Admiral Blake failed from Qtcensborougb. the 


8th of February, with ſixty Men of War. 


ard was jdineck by twenty more at Portfi 
Hourb. With this Fleet he lay a eroſs the 


inner to intereept the. Dutch; as it was 


certainly the bek-Sracion for it in that Sea. 
G rio Bai 13th of February, thoſe of the 
Englifh Ships, which were moſt to the Synth, 


ſpied" the Ditch Fleet, conſiſting of ſeventy. 


Sai, by their own: Accounts, printed in Hol. 


lan, nd by the Engliſb Accounts of eighty, 


together with' Three hundred Merchant-men 
mM their Convoy, which had rendevouzed at 
oy bay of Rhe, to come away with Van 
The En gls made what Sail chey 


uk to tlie nem), and Van Tromp having 


drawn up his Men of War in the Front, to 
Cover his Conv epared to receive them. 
About Eight o Clock the 7 riumpb, in whieh 
were Blake and Dean, with twelve. Ships 
mind began the Fight, the reſt being to the 
| Leward, 
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Leward, by which Means a ſmall Part of the 
Engl Fleet was again engaged with the main 
Body of the Duiob Navy, for ſome Time, 
Board to Board. The Trizmph loſt One 
hundred Men, received Seven hundred Shot 
in ber Hull, and, in the Extremity of 
Diſtreſs, was, bravely relieved by Captain 
Lawn, in the Fairfax, who was afterwards 
the famous Admiral, Sir John Lawſon, and 
pertormed ſeveral great Actions, of which 
this was Earneſt, 1 N 


The reſt of the Exgliþ Fleet coming up, 
the Battle continued, with great Fierceneſs 
on both Sides, till the Dutch got off in the 
Night. Monts Ship was ſo flow a Sailor, 
that he had little Share in the Fight. Fhe 
Sampſon, Captain Buttoy, a Miæb Prize, man- 
ned wich Eng//h Seamen, Sught a Man of 
War and tunk her, but ie, torn herſelf, 
that ſhe could not ſwim, and Bution's Officers 
and Scamen were taken on board other Ships, 
Lawſon had Ore hundred Men killed in the 
Fairfax, Captain Bull was killed, as al- 
ſo Sparroto his Secicinry, The Profperity, 
of forty Guns, sahen by. the Dutch, and 
retaken by the-7erijyz Frigate 3 the braye. 
Captain 11{d11Gy gf ihe Vanguard ws killed, 
The Exgiih had many Ships difabled, and 
but one, the Samplan, loſt, The Dutch had 
fix Men oi War taken and ſunk in the En- 
gagement. There way 2 great Slaughter of 
their Men, an Days © their Ships, 

F FO" = * Blake 


erden e 
r 


er 
Blake ſet his wounded Men aſhore, and the 


rape — ied i. one. Ba. wat 
. 


next Day purſued the Dutch, came up with 
them off Dungenefs ' jn the Afternoon, and re- 

newed the Fight. Tromp ſent his Convoy be- 
fore, and cloſed the Rear with the Ships of 
War; himfelf drew off, and fought, rerreat- 


ing, towards Bullojign. Blake, ordered hi 


light Frigates to follow the Merchant- ſhips; 


of which they took many, and Lawſon 
boarded” and took a Man of War. Admi- 


ral Blake purſued Yan Tromp all that Day, 
and the next Day the two Fleets fougbr 


again, very furiouſly, till Four in the After- 
noon, when the Wind proving croſs to the 


Engl, at North North-eaſt, Tromp reach- 
ed the Sands g Calais, and thence tided it 
home, I ſuppoſe 
and the Engh/b gave over the Purſdit. 

the whole of this three Days Nu nav 


the Enemy loſt eleven Men of War, and 


fifty Merchant-ſhips, - and, by their ow 


_ Confeſſion; had Fifteen hundred Men killed. 


The Engl: ih loſt only one Ship, the Samp- 
ſon, before mentioned; 


halted/ag long as he lived. 
The Victory was the more ſurpriz ing to 


the Hollanders, for that they expected Tromp 


ſhould have blocked up the Thames, and 


have obliged the Engliſß to ſeek for Peace. 


But the Succeſs proving ſo to the contrary, 


; the Common People in the United Provinces 


Were 


having lowered the 85 


Admiral Blake te- 
ceived a Wound in his Thigh, of which he 


were 
vince. 
the 0 
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to no 
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were all in a Mutiny; upon which, the Pro- 
vince. of *Holland, without the Conſent of 
the other Provinces, ſent to try the Inclina- 
tions of the Parliament, who would hearken 
to nothing before Holland made the firſt O- 
verture in Writing ; upon which the States 
wrote a canting, equivocal Letter to them, 
ſetting forth the Danger of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion by this Rupture, which they ſhould have 
Ou on before they had, by many Pro- 
vocations, driven the Parliament into it, of- 

fer ing any reaſonable Satisfaction to the 
Demands of the Common, wealth of Eug- 
land. The Parliament returned a mild 
Anſwer, and offered to treat whenever ſuch 
Preliminaries were agreed on, as were con- 
ſiſtent with their Honour, and. the Good of 
the Republick. Colonel Dolenain, the States 
Agent, and Hugh Peters, the New-England 
Parſon, whom the Dutch had found Means 
to gain, applied very ſubmiſſively to the 
Council of State, of which General Blake 
was one, confeſſing they were not able to 
conteſt with the Puiſſance of England. They 
offered to acknowledge the Sovereignty of 
the Seas, as the Parliament demanded, and 
to pay Three hundred thouſand Pounds for 
Damages. But this Offer, and the Treaty, 
which probably might have. enſued, was in- 
terrupted by one of the moſt odious Adds of 
Violence and Treaſon, that ever Man was 
guilty of. | | 
7 | 5 
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ficers. 


In April following Cromwell turned rhe 


Parliament out of the Government, and 


took it upon himſelf and his Council of Of- 


E 


Ef: 3 
His Diſapprobatias of Gidowell's 


turning out the Parliament, 
and the Reaſons for bis ſerving 
r e 


ADMIRAL. Blake, with the. reſt of the 


Admirals and Sea-Officers, among 
whom was Mont, publiſhed a Declaration of 


their Reſolution, Notwilhſtending the late 
Change 40 proceed in the Performance of their 
Duties, and the Truſt repoſed in them, againſt 


the Enemies ef this Common-wealth. The Ad- 
miral was of Opinion, on the Reyolutions 


which happened after) that it was bis, and 


bis Men's Duty, 16 af faithfully abroad in their 


Stations, and as would conduce moſt to the Pub- 
lick Peace and Welfare, whatever Irregulari- 
ties there were in the Councils aj home. Saying 


to bis Officers, *Tis yt for us to mind State 
Aar, but to keep Foreigners from fooling 
oo enact 


The 
45 


> 


. 
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The Dutch rejoiced at the Diſſolution of 
thi: Parliament, -and hoped the Change of 
Government in England would be for their 


Advantage; that in the Confuſion they ex- 
pected, rhe Fleet would ſuffer. thro? Neglect 


or Treachery: But they. were diſappointed 


of their Hopes; for, on the 3oth of April, 


Admiral Blake had a gallant Fleet of One 


hundred Ships out at Sea, in Search of the 
Hollanders, which they found on their own 


Coaſts, | conſiſting of Seventy Sail: The Eng- 


lb came ſo near them, that thoſe of the E- 
nemy that were moſt a head, fired on thoſe 
of the Enemy that were moſt. a Stern; but 
the Datch fled to the Texel, and were purſued 


by Blake and the other Admirals; they took 


fifty Dogger- Boats, and then Blake went 
Northward, with twenty Men of War; 
while Dean and Monk obſerved Van Tromp, 
who not daring to go chro' the Channel with 
his Merchant-ſhips, convoy'd them by the 


North of Scotland towards the Sound. Daun 
and Mont followed Blake Northward, and 
having joined him, they. all three purſued 
Van Tromp. ; 


At Aberdeen. Admiral Blake ordered all 


Engliſþ Ships, in the Service of the Sale, 
which were on the Coaſts. of Scotland, to join 
the Grand, Fleet chen lying there. Having 


refreſhed, they followed Yan Tramp, who - 
knowing Blake. was ſtill in the North, came 


with his Fleet into Dover Road, tho into the 
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Town, and did ſome Damage to the Houſes; 


but the Caſtle playing upon him, made him 
tack about, and ſtand to the Southward: Blade 


ſtay*d in the North, and Dean and Monk, with 
eighty Men of War, returned to the Texel; 


from thence they ordered all Ships of Force 


in the River and Out- Ports to come to them, 
hearing that Yan Tromp was at the Goree with 
One hundred and twenty Men of War; 
having to aſſiſt him, Everſon, De Wit, and 
De Ruyter. Fune the 2d, the two Fleets 
met, and Vice- Admiral Lawſon, who com- 


manded the Blue Squadron, charged thro? 


the whole Dutch Fleet with forty Ships; 
which Storm falling principally on De Ruy- 
zer's Squadron, Van Tromp bore up to his 


Aſſiſtance, and the Fight continued till Three 
in the Afternoon; at which Time, the Wind 


blowing freſh in the Teeth of the Eugliſb, 
the Duich fled, and were purſued by the 
lighteſt of the Enghſp Frigates. The next 
Morning the Fleets found themſelves near 


one another, but for Wind could not come 
to an Engagement till about Noon; at which 


Time the Diſpute began, and continued ve- 


ry hot on both Sides till Ten at Night; but 
Admiral Rlałe expecting ſuch an Engagement, 


came up with them in this Day's Action, 
and made Victory, which was then wavering, 


declare for the Exgliſb. 
As ſoon as Admiral Blake came up with < 
his Fleet; they charged the Dutch with " 
mo TT much 


abo 
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much Reſolution, and put them into ſo great 


Diſorder, that tho' their Admiral fired on 


them to rally them, yet he could not procure 


more than twenty Ships of his whole Fleet to 
ſtand by him, the reſt making all the Sail 


they could to the Eaſtward. But the Wind 
ſpringing up a freſh Gale from the Weſt, the 


Fxglih purſued them ſo effectually, that they 


ſunk fix of their beſt Ships, took eleven of 


their biggeſt, and two others, with Thirteen 
hundred Priſoners; among whom were Ad- 
miral Everſon) and fix of their chief Cap- 
tains; and, had not the reſt of/their Fleet 
ſheltered themſelves on the Fits. berween 
Dunkirk and Calais, where it was unſafe to 
expoſe great Ships, by reaſon of the Sands, 


the Exgliſb had probably taken or deſtroyed. 


moſt of them. General Dean, and another 
Captain, were the only Officersof Note who 
were killed on the Side of the Exgliſb, and 
about One hundred and ſixty Private Men 
killed and wounded, 

We have mentioned the three Days F ight 


in which Admiral Blake obtained three fae.. 


cefſive Victories over the Dutch. This Fight 
between the Eugliſb and the Dulch, was equal- 
ly important and deciſive, and, no doubt, 

the Reader has obſerved, that in the Coarſe 
of this War, between the two Republicks, 
their Admirals, on both Sides, gave one an- 
other very little Time to breathe; they are 


. 8 — in fitting, fizhting, 


2 I Cw 


eſt Vigilance and Diſpatch. 
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refitting and fighting again, both Parties be- 
ing equally ſollicitous to bring the War to 


a quick End. The Government of both 
Nations was Republick; the Money came 
immediately out of the People's Pockets, 
who entered into, and carried on the War; 


and this neceſſarily put them upon the quick- 


eſt Means of ending it, they having no other 


Glory in purſuit, no other Intereſt to pro- 


mote, but their own in that of the Publick ; 
in which Caſe will always be found the great- 

Blake, and the other Admirals, having 
put their Priſoners aſhore, and left ſome 
of their Ships to be refitted, returned to 
the Coaſt of Holland, where they took many 
Prizes, and lying before the Texel, they ſo 


incommoded the Dutch Navigation, that the 
People of Holland forced the Magiſtrates to/ 


ſue for Peace, Accordingly they ſent Myn- 
heers Beverning, Neiuort, Vanderpar, and 


Wurngſtal, Men of great Eminence in the Re- 


publick to Oliver and his new Council of 


State, to pray, That the Memory of paſſed 


Ati;ns may be obliterated, and a perfect Ami- 


fy, and more eniire Correſpondence than ever, 


eſtabiſhed by an indifſoluble Union. The Coun- 
cil returned a peremptory Anſwer, That 


without Satisfaction for what had been aged 
againſt England, and ſufficient Security, that 
no ſuch Thing ſhould be attempied again, they, 


could not proceed io any League or Alliance. 


Oliver | 


Admiral BAK RE. 77 


Over had now taken upon him the Go- 


vernment, and called a Convention of One 


hundred and forty Perſons, ſome from every 


County, who gave themſelves the Name of | 


a Parliament, and he reſigned the + ant in- 
to their Hands. 

After the laſt Fight with the Dutch, Ad. 
miral Blate was o diſcompoſed in his 


Health, that he could not ſerve at Sea till 


the next Lear, and it was with Regret that 


he was forced, by his Illneſs, to lie aſhore, 


when Monk, Pen, and Lawſon, gave the laſt 


dreadful Defeat to the Dutch, on the 29th of 


July following: However, he aſſiſted thoſe 
Admirals with his Counſel, and was even, 
on that Occaſion, thought as worthy of a 
Gold Chain, which the new Repreſentative 
ordered to be given to the other Admirals 
who were actually in the Engagement. 
On the 10th of Oclober, Admiral Blaks 
coming into the Houſe, of which he was a 
Member, as ſome Hiſtorians ſay, but I ra- 
ther believe he was admitted into that Houſe 
to give an Account of the Situation of the Sea 
Affairs, and his Advice, as to the Conduct of 


them; for as this new Repreſentative, as it was 


called, was an Aſſembly packed by Oliver 
himſelf, made up of his Creatures and De- 


pendants, and it is well known, that Admi- 


ral Blake was neither the one nor the other, 
I cannot think he would ſit as a Member of 


an ae who had no better Authority 
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to ſupport their Seſſion. But when afterwards + 


that Aſſembly had done what he deſigned 
for them to do, and had thrown the Govern- 
ment entirely into his Hands, under the wild 
Notion of a Parliamentary Sanction, and 
Oliver ſummoned a Parliament, to meet by: 
the Election of the Freeholders of England, 
Admiral Blake thought he was well warrant- 
ed to ſit in that Parliament, as he was ſent 


thither by his Country. This Repreſenta- 
tive, or Oliver's firſt Parliament, the former 
not deſerving that Name, has been much ral 
lied, and much reproached, for the new _ 


Method of Election uſed in it; for, by this. 
Conſtitution all the little Boroughs in Eng- 
land were to transfer their Voices to their 
reſpective Counties, if the Inhabitants were 
Freeholders, and only the greater Boroughs 
Were to chuſe one Member for each, which 
fixed the Number of this Repreſentative to 
Four hundred; and whatever Nes 
might have had ſor their Raillery or Re- 


proaches, we hope that this is not one, that 


London choſe as many Members as. Cornwall. 

The Admiral was choſen a Burgeſs for his 
native Borough, Briqggewater, where he was 

much beloved. 

The 6th of December Admiral Blake was 
appointed one of the Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty and Navy, and we find his 
Name firſt in the Commiſſion, or rather, in 


h AX fo: thoſe Lords of the Admitaky, 
8 5 Fi e 


aſon People 
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were by Act of Parliament; Oliver having, 
as yer, not brought the People to reliſh bet- 
ter the Word Commiſion than, that of Sta- 
dute. 
The Protector, 1 bis Acceſſion to that 
high Office, however he got it, employed 
his Power to the beſt Advantage for him- 
ſelf and England, when the Publick Welfare, 
and his Private Ends, were my be ſerved to- 
© gether. 

In November, 11654, he Hated out two 


large Fleets, and ſent one of them under Ad- 


miral Blake to the Streigbis, the other Nr 
Admiral n to the A N Yb 6 


5 5 þ XI. 


Hi Ae of the 1 in 
the Streights againſt Algiers, 


Tunis, Malta, and other Nations, 
and the honourable and advan- 


ee Treaties he made with 


LAKE filed for the Streights, with a 
Fleet of thirty Men of War, to demand 
SatisfaRtion of all Princes and Powers that 
had injured the Eugli %%, in Time of War and 
Confuſion at Home. Here Hiſtorians ipeak 
IS e directly 
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directly of the Extent of Admiral Blake's 
Commiſſion, of which I have frequently 
given 'Hints, rather from the Nature of 


Things, than from any direct Information in 


Hiſtory; and from the Ampleneſs of his 
Commiſtion, we may perceive he took that 


Saying of his, to keep Foreigners from fool- 


A | 17, 

In the Beginning of December Blake arriv- 
ed in Cadiz Road, and was received with 
_ great Reſpect and Civility by the Spaniards, 


and, indeed, by all Nations, as well as the 


Engliſb who were in that Port; which could 
not but be a very great Mortification to the 
Ambaſſadors which King Charles II. had ſent 


to Madrid, of whom Sir Edward Hyde, af - 
terwards Earl of Clarendon, was one; but 


upon Admiral. Blake's coming on the Coaſt 
of Spain, the Succeſs of their Negociations, 
which hefore was very unpromiſing, became 
deſperate. | 8 85 


” 


A Dutch Admiral would not wear his 


. 


Flag while the General was in the Harhygur. 


One of his Victuallers was ſeperated from the 
reſt ot his Fleet, and fell in with the French 
Admiral and ſeven Men of War; the Frencb 
Admiral aſked tht Captain of the Victualler, 


Where Blake was; drank his Health, with five 


Guns, and diſcharged the Captain and his Ship. 

The Dread of his Arms was ſo great, that 

the Agerines, when they met with any Sally 

Men of War, that had any Eugliſb on ous, 
orce 
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forced thoſe Rovers to deliver them up, and 
| then brought the Captives to General Blake 
to gain his Favour. 

The Treaty between Oliver Cromwell and 
the French\King, not being quite concluded, 
Admiral Blake made for the Coaſt of Naples, 
in hope to meet with the Duke of Guiſe's 
Fleet, but Guiſe was gone before the Admi- 
ral arrived there. From thence he failed to 
Leghorn. ' The City of Rome, and all the 
Pope's Territories were alarmed at the Name 
and Approach of Blake ; ſeveral of the prin- 
cipal Citizens retired, with their Effects, to 
th: Mountains, tho* Sir Richard Tambot, as 
the [tahans call him, aſſured Cardinal Bar- 
Berini, the Cardinal Patron of England, that 
Cromwell had givennoOrders toB/ake to inſult 
the Patrimony of St. Peter: Yet the Terror 
of the People was ſuch, that publick Proceſ- 
ſions were made, and the Hoſt expoſed forty 
Hours, to avert the Wrath of Heaven, by 
Blake's. attacking the Dominions of the 
Church. New Works were raiſed round the 
.Chappel of Loreito to defend it from Pil- 
lage. Upon his Arrival in Sight of Leghorn, 
He diſpatched his Secretary to demand of the 
Great Duke Sixty thouſand Pounds, for the 
Damages ſuſtained by the | Engliſh in his 
Dutchy, where Prince Rupert had taken fo 
many Ships belonging to the Engifp, amoun- 
ting to that Value, and having ſold them to 
the Great Duke 1 s Subjects, the 
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Common-wealth required Satisfaction, that 
Prince not having Right to ſell them. The 
Great Duke offered to pay Part of the Sum, 
and deſired Time to conſult the Pope about 
the Payment of the reſt. Blake replied, That 
be Pope had nothing to do with it, and be eu- 
peeled the whole Sum from bim. Upon this the 
ke paid down Thirty-five thouſand 
pariſh, and Twenty-five thouſand 1talian, 
PFiſtoles. The Duke ' pretended that ſome 
of the Ships had been fold to the Subjects of 
the Pope, and therefore his Holineſs ought 
do pay Part of the Damage, which Alexanger 
VII. who fucceeded Innocent X. did, and 
Paid him Twenty thouſand Piſtoles, the on- 
ly Money that ever was brought from Rome, 
to put into the Treaſury of England. | 
From Legborn Admiral Blake ſailed over 
to the Barbary Shore, n 
He arrived at Agiers the 10th of March, 
and anchored without the Mole, fending an 
Officer to demand Satisfaction of the Dey, 
for Piracies committed by the Agerines on 
the Engliſb, and to require immediate Delive-- 
ry of all Engliſb Captives. The Dey returned 
for Anſwer, That the Ships and Captiues taken, 
belonged to particular Men, and therefore be 
could not reſtore them, without diſcontenting all 
bis Subjefts ; yet he might, if be pleaſed, re- 
deem what Engliſh Capiives were there, at & 
reaſonable Price ſet on their Heads, and if be 
thought good, they would conclude @ Peace rr 
5 : | 1. 
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bim for the Future, and offer no Alls of Hoſti- 
lity to thoſe of his Nation. With this Meſſage 


Db v4 ſent a large Preſent of live Beef, Mutton, 


and other freſh Proviſions. | 
From Algiers he failed to Tunis, ad de- 
manded Satisfaction of the Governor, for the 
Damage the Engliſh ſuſtained by the Tuniſeen 
Pirates, and the Delivery of the Engliſh Cap- 
tives. The Governor, or Dey, having, as 
he imagined, ſecured their Ships under their 
Caſtles, manned a Line, and planted Guns 
along the Shore to defend them, ſent the 
General an Anſwer of Contempt: Here are 
ourCaſtles of Guletta and Porto Ferino, do your 
 wwor#h,owe fear you not. They alſo refufed to ſup- 
Ply the Englih with freſhWater ; whereupon | 
Blake in a Paſſion, curled hisWhiſkers, ſaying, 
Cod has given the Benefit of Water to all bis Crea- 
tures, and for Men to deny it io one another, is 
equally wicked and inſolent ; and he ordered 
the Dey to be told ſo; and then, after a 
ſhort Conſultation with his Officers, he made 
into the Bay of Porio Ferino, with his great 
Ships and his Seconds, and came within Muſ- 
ket-ſnot of the Caſtle and the Line. He 
fired on both ſo warmly, that in two Hours 
the Caſtle was rendered defenceleſs, and the 
Guns on the Works, along Shore, were 
diſmounted, tho? ſixty of hem played at a 
Time on the Engliſh he General found 
nine Ships in the Ron, and ordered every 
Captain: of his Own Ships to man his Long- 
: boat 
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- beat with choice Men, and theſe to enter 


the Harbour, and fire the Tuniſeens, while 


| he and his Fleet covered them from the 


Caſtle, by playing continually on it with their 


Cannon. The Seamen, in their Boats, aſ- 


ſaulted the Pirates, and burnt all their Ships, 


with the Loſs of twenty-five Men killed, and 


forty-eight wounded, This daring . Action 
ſpread the Terror of his Name thro' Africa 


and Ala, which had, for a long while, ben 


formidable in Europe. 


From 7. unis he went to Tripoli, end. con- 
cluded a Peace with that Governmen 
Thence he returned to 7 unis again, and 


_ threatning to do farther Execution, the Ju- 
nijcens implored his Mercy from their Works, 


and begged him to grant them a Peace, 
which he did on Terms glorious and profita- 


ble for his Country, and Placed an Engh/b 
Conſul there. 


From thence, in April. 1655, he failed 


to Malta, to require the Knights to reſtore 


the Effects taken by their Privateers from the 


Engliſb; where he had the ſame Succeſs as at 


Tripoli, Algiers and Tunis, and brought the 
Knights to Reaſon. His Name was enough 
to render all Reſiſtance uſeleſs to thoſe Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Pirates, for they are made by the 
Pope, and all their Income, but what the 

get by Piracy, ariſes from what the Papiſts 
and others call, the Lands of. the Church. 


_ Thefe pretended Knights have frequently 


given 
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given our Navigators in the Streights Occaſion 
ol Offence, but I don't find in our Hiſtories, 
that they have been called to any good Ac- 
count for it. It was thither the Iriſh Officer, 
Cammock, Captain of a Flag Ship in the Spaniſo 
Service, fled, afrer Sir George Byng had beaten 
-the Spaniards near Sicily; and here that 1riſh- 
man, with other Spaniſh Commanders were 
ſheltered. But it is very much to be queſ- 


tioned, whether many ſuch Strengths as that 
of the Iſland of Malta, would have protected 


them agiinſt the Reſentment of ſuch an Ad- 
miral as Blake. 


*>. bg 


Admiral Blake ſent Home ſixteen Ships, 


richly laden with the Effects he had received | 


for Satisfaction and Damages, from the 
Princes and Powers on each Side the Me- 
diterranean, and they were ordered to fail 

the Thames together, to make a grateful Spec- 
taele to the People, who were told ſuch 
Ships were coming, and with rich Freight. 

While Blake was triumphing in the Medi- 
 terranean, the Spaniards, to revenge the Loſs 


of Jamaica, began Hoſtilities on the Engliſh 


in the Streights. It will not be improper 


here to take Notice, with what Greatneſs of 


Mind and Stile Cromwell demanded Satiſ- 
faction of the King of Spain, rather for In- 
ſults than Depredations, but, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, for both, committed by the Spaniards 
on the Engliſh; he declared, He expected 
; ROE 10 7 rale to tbe Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, 
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and to bave the Laws of Inquiſi tion repealed. 


he Spaniſb Ambaſſador replied, His Maſter 
ad but two Eyes, and be would bave him put 
tbem both out at once. Tho', if the Inquiſi- 


tion be one of his Eyes, the Spaniſh King is 


certainly a Polipbeme in Politicks. Cromwell 
not being contented with the Spariſh Ambaſ- 
ſador's Anſwer, ordered the Preparations for 
War to be quickened, and judging very 
rightly, that the Weſt.-Indies was the moſt 
ſenſible Part of all the Spauiſb Dominions to 
annoy and diſtreſs the Spaniards, he reſolved 


do ſend a Fleet and an Army thither, to pro- 


cure him that Satisfaction in America, which 
had been denied him in Europe; this he did 


when he had not Jamaica to ſend his Fleets 


and Armies to, nor Fifteen hundred thouſand 
Britiſb Souls planting on the American Conti- 


nent to ſupply his Troops both with Men 


and Proviſions ; and this ſhews us what great 
Streſs Oliver laid on reducing the Strength of 
Spain, in the Wef-Ingies, and enereaſing that 
of England. His Genius for Government is 
not now the Subject of Raillery, or Railing, 


as it was in the heroick Reigns before the Re- 
volution, and eyery. one ſeems now 10 


agree, that the Means by which he obtained 
the Government were Wicked, and the Means 


of maintainipg it Glorious. He fitted out a 
Fleet, under the Command of Vice-Admiral 


Pen, and Five or Six thouſand Land Forces, 
under Colonel Jenables, to 2 
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He kept the Deſign ſo ſecret, that it was not 
known to what Part of the World the Fleet 


was bound, till ſome Time after it was fail'd,” 


They failed directly to Barbados, where they 
were to open their Commiſſion, and where 
they publiſhed a Proclamation, That all 
Servants who would liſt themſelves. under 
them, ſhould be made Free by that Service; 
the ſame was made known in &. Chriſtophers, 
and Nevis, and above Three thouſand Men came 

in to them from all the Iſlands. The Caribbee 
lande were at that Time, as long ago as it 
is, in a much better Condition to part with 
their Men, for ſuch Service, than they are 
now; but the Continent Colonies. could, at 
that Time, fupply little or nothing for it of 

any Kind; tho? one muſt confeſs, that to ſpare 


Three thoufand Men out of the Sugar Iauds, 
ſome of which had not been ſetiled and plan- 


ted above Half a Score Years, would be moſt 
incredible, was it not mentioned by our moſt 

eredible Hiſtorians, and is another Proof that 
the Engliſh were ready to expoſe themſelves 
to any ain at Home, if they could gain 
any Footing, or compel the Spaniards to lote 
any Footing, in the Wef-Indies. Thus rein- 
forced, they failed with a Fleet of thirty 
Men of War, and an Army of above Nine 
thouſand Men, to Hiſpaniala: Their Land- 
ing, and Venables Conduct there, not being Part 
of our Subject; and, beſides, their Succeſs not 
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- fed from the Valour and Experience of thoſe 


Troops, we ſhall not dwell upon it. Some 
have imputed this Diſappointment to a Diffe- 
rence in Council, between Pen and Venabies, 
and ſome have laid it chiefly on the uxorious 
Frailty of FYenables, who, when his Wife 


was frighted in the War at Hiſpaniola, where 
ſhe went with him quitted that Ifland to cure 


* 


her of that Fright: 


From Hiſpaniola they failed for Fables, 
and the Inhabitants of which, having ſcarce 
heard of their being at Hiſpnaniola, Pen 
and Venables reduced this Iſland with ver 
inconſiderable Loſs on their Side; and what- 


ever. Loſs the Nation was at in the Expence 
of this Expedition, it has ſince got more by 


2 Nh, 


this Acquiſition than the Charge of the Com- 


mon- wealth's Wars a mounted to, Jamaica 


being the moſt flouriſhing Colony in the Ne 
World. No Wonder that the Spaniards be- 


came outragious at the News of their Coun- 
trymen's being driven out of that iſland, and 
happy was it for England, that ſhe had ſuch 


an Admiral as Blake,- then in the Streigbis, to 


protect her Trade and her Traders; upon both 
which the Spaniards immediately fell, They 
ſeized upon the. Engl;/h Effects in Spain, con- 
fined the Factors to their Houſes, , and de- 
clared Ju with the nen 15 
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| XII. Ee 
His Management of the War 
againſt Spain, the many Prizes 


wh took, and the emmenſe Trea- 
A he Nane Home. 


DMIRAL Blake often met with their 

Ships of War, but they never would 
engage: Some ſmall Skirmiſhes erben 
not worth our Notice. 

The Admiral finding his 3 fell 
ſhort, ſent a good Part of his Fleet Home. 
After theſe were gone, the Sganiſp Fleet aſ- 
ſaulted him in the Streights, = were ſoon 
weary of the Buſineſs, and glad to get off 
again. In Oclober they took an Engliſh Man 
| of War by Treachery. The Admiral Le 
ing better how to arm himſelf againſt Force 
than Fraud; and *ris obſervable, chat H iſt o- 
rians ſeem to lay an Emphaſis on the Word 
Treachery, intimating, that without it, it 
would be hardly - credible that an Engliſh 
Man of War could be taken Whats Admiral 
Blake was. 

Admiral Blake's 8 in the Mediterra- 
nean made the Italian Princes court the Pro- 
tector. The Venetians and the Great Duke, 
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of Tuſcany ſent ſplendid: Embaſſies to him, 
and the Duke of Tyſcauy's Ambaſſador had” F 


particular Orders to- procure his Highneſs's 
Picture by Cooper's Drawing, the famous 
Anglia Painter; which. original Picture was 


ſent to the Grand Duke, and is ſhown at 


Florence to this Day as a Rarity, in a Place 
where there is fo many Thoufands, 
Having mentioned our Admiral's Orders 


to cruiſe on the Coaſts of Spain, and carry on 
a maritime War there, we will remember an 


Action of his, which ſhewed his Zeal for the 
Religion, as well as the Honour, of his 


» Juſt before he received thoſe Or- 
ders, and while the Peace yet fublifted be- 


tween the two Nations of England and 


Admiral Blake being at Malaga, ſome of 
his Seamen going aſhore, met the Hoſt car- 


rying about, and not only pay'd no Reſpect 


to it, but laughed at thaſe that did; where- 


upon one of the Spaniſb Priefts put the People 
upon reſenting this Indignity, and they fell on 
the Engliſh and beat them ſeverely. When 
they returned to the Ship, they complained 
of this Uſage to the Admiral, upon which 
he immediately ſent a Trumpet to the Vice- 


Roy, to demand the Prieſt who was the chief 


Inſtrument in that ill Uſage. The Vice- 
Roy anſwered, he had no Authority over 


the Prieſts, and ſo could not diſpoſe of them. 
Upon this Admiral Blake ſent Word, > | 
A * 5 | ; WVOUd 
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would not inquire who had the Power ia fend 
the Priest to bim, but if be were not ſent within 
three Hours, be would burn their Town. The 
Spaniards hearing this, ebliged the Vice- 
Roy to ſend the Prieſt to the Admiral, and 
he juſtified himſelf upon the petulant Beh: 
viour of the Saliors. Blake anſwered, 
he had ſent a Complaint to him of wy 
he would have puniſhed them ſeverely, fince 
he would not ſuffer his Men to. affront the 
Eſtabliſhed Religion of any Place; but he 
took it ill he fhonld ſet the Spaniards on to 
do it; for he would have all the World to 
know, That an Engliſhman-was only to.be pu 
niſbed by. an Engliſhman ; ſo he treated = 
Prieſt civilly, and ſent him back, content- 
ing himſelf that he had had him in his 
Power. Cramwell was highly delighted 
with this, and read the Letter: himſelf m 
Council, ſaying, He boped be foould make the 
Name of an Engliſhman as great as ever that. 
of a Roman-bad been. 

In 1656, General Montagu, abt 
Earl of - Sandwich, with a Squadron, joined 
General Blake in- the Streigbis. This Officer is 
ſaid to have had a perſonal. Eſteem for Blake, 
and indeed they ſeemed to be allied, by the 
Character of Heroiſm, but Montagu forſook 
the Parliament Cauſe after Cromweli's Death, 
and ſupporting Mont in his more criminal 
Deſertion, has taken off much of the Bril. 
li 1 3 which Montagu's Hiſtory would 

otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe have appeat' d. Blake and Mon- 


zagu, now together, blocked up the Port of 
Cadiz, whither the Spaniſh Plate Fleet uſed 
yearly to come, with Deſign to intercept 


them, Blake lay there all the Winter, but 
could not, by any Means, provoke the Sa- 


niards, who had a Squadron lying there, de- 


tended: by the Forts and Caſtles, to come 
out and fight him. The Spaniards were in 
Hopes of tiring out the Engliſo, and that 


Want of Water and Proviſions, would oblige 


them to quit their Coaſts, but they were 
plentifully ſupplied with both, in Myers Bay, 
in Portugal. The Admirals, Blake and Mon- 
lagu, were come to this Bay on that Accaunt, 
when Captain, afterwards, Sir Richard Stay- 
ner, whom Blake had left with ſeven Ships 
to keep the Harbour Mouth, diſcovered the 


Plate Fleet making directly for Cadiz. Stay- 
ner was ſomewhat to the Leward, but he 
bore up in the Head of them, with all the 
Sail he could make, and, in a few Hours 


Time, himſelf in the Speaker, the Bridgewa- 


ter, and Plimouth Frigates got up with the 


Spaniards, With theſe three Ships, while 
the reſt were behind, Stayner bravely fought 
eight Spaniſh Men of War and Galleons, 
within four Leagues of Cadiz Bay. The Ad- 


miral, Don Marco del Porto, with Six hun- 
dred thouſand Pieces of Eight a board, ran 


his Ship aſnore. The Vice-Admiral, com- 


manded by Don + Franciſco de Eſguevil, in 
81 | which | 
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which were One Million and two hundred 
thouſand Pieces of Eight; and another Gal- 
leon, commanded by Don Koderignez Cal- 
deron, were fired, one deſignedly by the Spani- 
ards, the other by Accident; in one of 
them the Marquis of Ba dajox, Vice Roy of 

Mexico, with his Wife and eldeſt Daughter, 
who was to have been married to the Duke 

of Medina Celi, periſhed in the Flames. His 
other Daughter, his two Sons, Don Franciſco 

de Lopez, and Don Toſeph de Sunqga, and 

near One hundred more, were ſaved by the 
Engliſh. The Rear Admiral, with Two 
Millions of Pieces of Eight aboard, was taken 

and ſecured, as alſo another Ship richly laden 

with Hides and Cocheneal. A Man of 

| War, and an Advice-Boat, got into Gibral- 
b tar, and the other two Ships ran aſhore and 
bulged, Six of theſe eight were deſtroyed, 
or made Prize. Admiral Blake ordered Mon- 

zagu Home with the Plate Ships, and coming 

to Portſmouth, the Silver was taken out, and 
carried by Land, in many Waggons, to 
London, and ſo thro? the City to the Tower, 
where it was coined. The Priſoners, among 
whom was the young Marge of OW. 

were brought up with the Plate, and enter- 


"4 


tained in the Tower. This Sight occaſioned 
great Diſcourſe and Joy, and Oliver, whoſe 
Glory was radiant before, received a new. 

Encreaſe of it by this Atchie vement. | 
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It was of this Enterprize, and this Acci- 
dent, that the exquiſice - Poet, Mr. Waller, 


ſings in his Poem on the War with Spain, 
which is generally eſteemed one of his beſt 


Poems; and the Reader cannot be diſpleaſed - 


with it at large, as there is no finer in our, 


or any other Tongue; and as it explains 


more than one of the Incidents, in our Nar- 


ration of this great Action, particularly that 


of the Enghſh having Notice of the Arrival 
of the Gallcons on ,the Spar Coaſt, by 
the firing of their Guns off St. Excar, either 


fot Joy of their Arrival, or for Notice to 
other Ships to meet them. There is alſo in 


this Poem, a more particular, as well as 
more moving, Account of the Death of the 


Marquis of Badajox and his Lady. 


p 


Now for ſome Ages had the Pride of Spain, 
Made the Sun ſhine on balf the World in vain; 


While ſhe bid War, io all that dur? ſupply. 
The Place of thoſe her Cruelty made die. 


Of Nature's Bounty Men forbear to laſte, 


And the best Portion of the Earth lay waſte. 


From the New World ber Silver and her Gold 


Came, like a Tempest, to confound the Old. 


Feeding with theſe, the brid Elector's Hopes, 
She made, at Phaſare, Emperors and Popes. 


With theſe advantmg ber unjuſt Deſigns, 
Europe was. ſhaken with her Indian Mines. 


When 
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When our Protector looking with Diſdain | 
Upon this'gilded Majeſty of Spain 
And knowing well that Empire muſt decline, 
2 ſmall Support and Sirteqws are of Coyn: 
Our Nation's folid Virtue did oppoſe, 
To the rich Troublers of the World's Repoſe. 
And now ſome Months encamping on the Main, 
Our Naval Army had beſieged Spain z n 
They that the whole World's Monarchy defi gd, 
Are to their Poris, by our bold Fleets, confin'd : 
From whence our Red Croſs they triumphant ſees 
Riding, without a Rival, on the Sed. 
Others may uſe the Ocean as their Road, 
Only the Engliſh make it their Abode: 
Whoſe ready \ Sails with every Wind can fly, 
And make a Cov nant with th inconſtant Sy. 
Our Oaks ſecure as if they there took Root; 
' We tread on Billows with a ſteady: Foot. 
Mean while the Spaniards in America, 
Near to the Line, the Sun approaching ſaws 
And hop'd their European Coaſts to find. 
Clear'd from our Ships by the Autumnal Mind, 
Their buge capacious 'Galleans, ufd with 
Plate, | 
_ The lab ring Witids drive Joly 1 : "wards hier 
Fate, 


8 
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| Before St. Lucar they their Guns di Jebarge, © 
To tell their Foy, or to invite a © uot + Sond 
This heard, ſome Ships of ours, tho" out of View, 


As fwift as Eagles io the Quarry flew. 


So beedleſs Lambs, which for their Mothers Neat, 


Mate bungry Lyons, and become their Meat. 
© Arrived, they ſoon begin tbe tragick Play, 
And with their ſmoaky Cannon baniſh Day. 
Nght, Horror, Slaughter, with Confuſion meets, 

And in their 2 Arms embrace the Fleets. 
Thro* yielding Planks the angry Bullets fly, 
And of one Wound bundreds together die. 
Born under different Stars, one Fate they have, 
The Ship their Coffin, and the Sea their Grave. 


Bold were the Men, which on the Ocean firft 


Spread their new $ ** „ whilft $þ iPwreck Was 
the wort, _ 

More Danger now „ Men cadet we find, 

Than from the Rocks, the Billows, and the Wind. 


| They that had ſaid from: near Ruck 


Dole, 


Their Treaſure ſafe, and all their Ve 2 whole 3 


In Sight of their dear Country ruin'd be, 

Without the Guilt of either Rock or Sea. 

What they would I ſpare, our fiercer Art deſtroys, 

Excelling Storms in Te error and in Niiſe. 
. 1 | Once 


” . f » 
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Once Jove from Ida did both Hoſts ſurvey, 3 5 
And, when he pleas'd to thunder, part the Fray: 


Here H av” 7 ain that kind Retreat foould 
) found, 


Our louder Canon had the 7. "RP drown'd. 
Some we made Prize, while others burnt and 
rent, 
With their rich Lading to the Botlom went. 
Down ſinks at once (ſo Fortune with us ſports) 
The Pay of Armies, and the Pride of Courts. 
Vain Man, whoſe Rage varies as low that 
Store, | 
As Avarice had digg d far it before : 5 
What Earth in her dark Bowels could not keep 
From greedy Hands, lies ſafer in the Deep : 
Fhere Thetis kindly doth from Mortals hide 
Thoſe Seeds of Luxury, Debate and Pride; 
And now into her Lap the richeſt Prize 
Fell with the nobleſt of our Enemies. 

The Marquis glad to ſee the Fire deſtroy 
Wiealib, that prevailing Foes were to enjoy: 
Out from bis flaming Ship his Children ſent, 

To puniſh in a milder Element. | 
Then laid bim by bis burning Lady's Side, 


And, 92 ince be could not [ave ber, With ber dy'd. 


N > F . | Spices 
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= bele dying Lovers, and their floating Sons, 
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Spices and Gums about them melting .. 


And, Phenix-iike, in that rich Net they die. 


Death bilter is, for what che leave bebind, 


But taking with us all we love, is kind : 
That could he more than hold for Term of Life, 


His Indian Treaſure, and his more priz'd Wife ? 
Alive, in Flames of equal Love they burn'd, 


And now together are lo Aſbes turd, 

Aſhes mere worth than all their Funerals co, 

Than the buge Treaſure which with them was 
loft. | | 

\ 

Suſpend the. Flight and ſilence all our Guns. 

Beauty and Youth about to periſh jinds 

Such noble Pity in brave Engliſh Minds; 


That the rich Soil neglefing and the Prize, 


il labour now to ſave their Enemies. 
22 frail our Paſſi ons How fo changed 
are 
Our Wrath and Fury to a friendly Care ! 
They that but now, Io gain the Spaniſh Plate, 


| Made the Sea bluſh with Blood, forget their Hate; 


And their young Foes, while ſinking they retrive, 


Muh greater Danger than they fought they dive. 
Mb theſe returns vickorious Montagu, 


With Laurel in bis Hands, nd half Peru. 1 
| | = So IS . et 
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Ll the brave General divide the Bough, 
Our Great Protettor has ſuch Wreaths enough. 
His conquering Head hath no mere Room for 
Bayes, N 
Then let it be as the whole Nation prays. 


Let the rich Ore forthwith be melted down, 
And the State fx d, by making bim a Crown, - 
With Ermin clad and Purple, let him bold 
A royal Sceptre made of Spaniſh Gold. 


it FO be impertinent to oy any Thins 

of this Pozm, after the Reader has had the 

Pleaſure of reading it ; the four laſt Lines 

were, doubtleſs, very diſagreeable to Admi- 
rd! Blake, who was never in Humour with 
the Protectorate, and after he had embraced 
the Republican Principles, would, doubtleſs, 
have preferred Charles il. to Oliver Cr omwell, 

had he been for the Government of a Gngle 
Perſon. Admiral Blake, in his own private 
Opinion, underſtood that there was no Go- 
vernment in England but the Republick, and 

that what Cromwell exerciſed, was, in Truth 
and Juſtice, what he himſelf called it, the 

Common=-wealth, I believe Admira! Blake 
died before this Poem was printed, or per- 

haps written, becauſe Mr. Waller has not 

been more particular in what concerns his 

Share of the Action, if the General, who 
'Þ 2 commanded . 


) 
( 


— 
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. commanded: the military Action to be done, 


and his Officers did it, can be ſaid W to 
have had a Share! in it. | 


Y * 


XIII. 


His FR Victory at Sancta 
r e 10 


Crux, and his d 
hole Spaniſh Plate Fleet. 


DMIRAL. Blake ſtaid before Cadi Iz, 
and cruized up and down in the S/reigh!s 
all the Winter. He was at his old Station, 
the Mouth of the Harbour, when he recei- 
ved Information that another Spaniſb Plate 
Fleet, much richer than the laſt, taken and 
deſtroyed, was making Homewards; but 
having Intelligence by the Eugliſb Fleet they 
would probably ftop at the Canaries, Blake 


immediately weighed Anchor, with twenty- 


five Men of War, and, on the 2th of 
April, ſtood with his Fleet off the Offing, in 
the Bay of Santa Cruz, in the Ifland of Tene- 
71, where he found the Galleons already ar- 
_ rived, to the Number of ſixteen Men of 
War, protected, beſides their own Strength, 
by all the Methods of Art. For the Bay 


was ſecured by a ſtrong Caſtle, well fortified 


with Cannon, beſides ſeven Forts, in ſeveral 
Parts of it, mounted each with four, five 


and 
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and. ſix good Pieces of Ordnance, all united 
by a Line of Communication from Fort to 
Fort, manned with Musketeers. Don Diego 
Diagues, the Spaniſb Admiral, ordered all 
his ſmaller Ships to moor cloſe to the Shore, 
covered by the Caſtle and Forts, and poſted. 
| fix larger Galleons farther. off at Anchor, 
with their formidable Broadſides to Sea, 
| ſending Word out by a Dutch Merchant there, 
| Let Blake come if be dares. And come he 
did; but finding it impracticable to carry 
off 5 Galleons, he refolved to burn them 
in the Midſt of all theſe Dangers. He com- 
manded Captain Slayar, in the Speaker Fri. 
gate, to ſtand into the very Bay with a Squa- 
dron, and by Eight the Ta Morning he 
fell uriouſly on the Spaniards, who fought 
near an Hour. Admiral Blake ſeconded 
Stayner, and poſted ſome of his great Ships 
to batter NE Forts and Caſtle, that play'd 
inceſſantly on them; and theſe beat the Spa- 
niards from their Forts, Caſtle, and Lines. 
Admiral Blake fought four Hours with the 
Galleons, and the Sparizrds made a brave 
Reſiſtance, which nothing could reſiſt but 
the intrepid Courage of the General, and he 
plied the Enemy ſo warmly with his Broad- 
ſides, that at laſt the Spaniards abandoned 
thoſe great Ships, the leaſt of them as big 
as the biggeſt of the Engliſb, and ran aſhore. 
The Seamen left the ſmaller Veſſels, which 
lay under the Forts, and Stayner burnt eve- 
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Ty one of them. The General did the fame 
by the Galleons which he could not bring 


off, being himſelf very much ſhattered in 
the Engagement, as well as:the reft of his 


102 


Squadron. 


deſtroyed, which, with the Deſtruction of 
the Fleet, a Year before by Blake, and other 


3 
0 


4 


Thus was the whole Plate Fleet 


Loſſes, made the Loſs to the Spaniards a- 
mount to at leaſt Ten Millions of Pounds 


Sterling. So ſeverely did the Spaniards pay 
for only harbouring the Exgliſb Fugitives in 
their Kingdom, and more eſpecially, for re- 


ceiving an Ambaſſador (Sir Edward Hyde) 


from King Charles II. then in Exile; for it 
is moſt certain, 
Conduct. in theſe Particulars, occaſioned thoſe 
Heart. burnings in the Enxgliſb againſt them, 
which produced the Enterprize at Hiſpuniola, 
as that did this War in which Admiral Blake 
behav'd ſo gloriouſly. 
Fight over, but the Wind, which before 


_ blew ſtrong into the Bay, ſuddenly veered 
about, and brought off the Eugliſb Fleet out 
to Sea, without loſing a Ship. 


Of the Eng- 
_ th, only forty-eight were killed, and One 
hundred and twenty 
Aclion was unparallelled and ſtupendious, as 
an Hiſtorian, no Well-wiſher to Blake or his 


No ſooner was the 


their ill-concerted, rafh- 


wounded. The whole 


Cauſe, owns. Indeed, all Sea Fights, „an- 


cient and modern, have little to compare 


to it for Danger and Succeſs, for Greatneſs 
and Glory, and what the Lord rune 
| = ays 
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| ſays of General Blake, relates particularly ro 
Sancta Cruz, as will appear when I repeat it 
in his Character. He fought at once with Ships 
and Caſtles; he dared the Fury of all Ele- 
ments, and left an Example to Paſterily, 
which is too incredible to be imuated. The 
| News of this Succeſs arriving in England 
before the Parliament was adjourned; the 
Houſe appointed a Day of Thankſgiving for 
the Victory; and tho? the Days of Humilia- 
tion and Thankſeiving ordered by Parlia- 
ment, were Subjects for Rallery in the pious 
Times after the Reſtoration, and even of 
Ridicule on the Stage; yet it is moſt cer- 
tain, the Obſervance of ſuch Days, in the 
Times we write of, were ſerious, and in 
earneſt, and was never appointed then out of 
Form or Ceremony only. Admiral Blake 
always kept them, and had them kept on 
Board his Fleet, according as they were ap- 
pointed; the Parliament ordered him 4 
Preſent of a Ring, to the Value of Five 
hundred Pounds. Upon which a late Hiſtorian 
remarks, ** All ſuch Preſents, which were 
% Demonſtrations of the Publick Accept- 
e ance of his Services, were grateful to him; 
«© but he had no Conception of Rewards in 
„ Dignities and Penſions, , and had an ex- 
<< treme Contempt for all Honours that were 
«©. hot ſolid, and the Effect of heroick Deeds 
«uſeful to the State as glorious to the 
„„ „ "OR HET. 
15 „ In 
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In the Sancta Cruz Expedition, an lnci- 


dent happend in the Fleet under his Com- 
mand of an extraordinary Nature. His Bro- 


ther, Captain Blake, Commander of a Man 


of War, ſor ſome Offence, had expoſed 


himſelf to a Trial before a Court Martial, 

for not doing his Duty. It is faid for Cow 

ardiſe. The Officers of Admiral Blakes 
Ship, who knew very well the Strictneſs and 
Rigor of the Admiral's Exerciſe of Martial 
Law, and thought his Brother's Fault was ra- 
ther a Neglect thana Breach of Duty, and might 


have received a more moderate Puniſhment, 


came in a Rauf. and earneſtly deſired him, 
to content himſelf, with letting his Brother 
return immediately to Exgland, without ta- 


king any further Notice of the Matter. Be. 


ſides the Pleadings of Nature, on which they 


much inliſted, they repreſented to him, that 
the Offence having had no ill Conkquence, 


and bis Brother having ſhewn all poſſible 
Signs of a true Senſe of his Failure of Duty 
therein, they had no Reaſon to hope, that the 


Petition of ſo many of his faithful Servants 


and Followers would hinder any farther Pro- 
ceedings againſt his Brother. The Admiral 


fell into a little Paſſion, - which, by Starts, 


he was not always free from, and inſiſted. on 


having the Court ſymmoned. immediate-“ 
155 and his Brother brought to Trial, ſay- 
ng to this Effect, F none of you will accuſe | 


lun I mut myſelf 2 his Accuſer, 7. The Offi 
cers 
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cers giving him a little Time to cool, 
reaſoned with him again more largely and 
patherically, which at laſt brought him to 
this Expedient, that his Brother's Offence 
being known to the Officers, who were to 
| form the Court Martial, the Proceſs ſhould 
formally be made before that Court, the 
difinitive Sentence given, but that Court 
immediately ſhould interpoſe with a Petition 
to the Admiral to remit . it, and to give his 
Brother Liberty to-return in his own Ship to 
England; all which was done, the Admiral 
_ only adding of himſelf, He ſhall never be em- 
ployed more. 

On Captain Stayner? O coming to | England, 
Oliver Knighted him for his former Services, 
but King Charlies did not think fit toacknow- 

- ledge the Knighthood of this brave Man, 
| becauſe he was only knighted by the great- 
eſt Soldier of his, or any other, Age; but be- 
ing aſhamed to deprive Sir Richard Stay- 
ner of an Honour he hid 12 highly deſerved, 

it. was conferred on him again by King 


Charles II. tho' not the greateſt Soldier oe; 
ts Age. 


N „ 
| TY. 
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XIV. 
Hes Srekneſs at Sea, his Death, 


and bonourgble rin 9 the : 


then State. 


DMIRA L Blake bad back bis 


victorious Fleet to the Coaſts of Au- 
4011, ia, and cruized off the Harbour of Ca- 
diz, to intercept the Spaniſh Ships from all 
Parts, bound for that Port, the beſt in 
Spain. The Fatigue of the laſt three Years, 


he having been always 'on Board, made him 
to contract ſeveral Diſtempers and impairec 


his Health. The Scurvy and Dropſy trou- 
bled him moſt, and theſe Diſeaſes encreaſing 


on him, he thought of returning Homewards, 
which he did; but tho' he often and earneſt- 
ly enquired for Land, he never lived to ſee 
his dear Country, which was ever n at 
his Heart. 
It muſt be the Air of A Sea which con- 
tributed to ſhorten his Days, by bringing on 
thoſeDiſtempers which cauſed his Death. 3 for, 


as to Proviſions; beſides, that he could con- 
tinually have freſh Supplies from the Barbary 


Shore, he had them by all paſſible Convey- 
ances from his own Town of Bridgewater. 


* died the 17th of August, 1657, aboard 


i his 
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his Ship. the Sr. George, is he entered in- 
to Plmeuth Sound. His Body was the next © 
Day embalmed and wrapped up in Lead, 
his Bowels were buried in the Great Church 
at Plimouth, where an excellent Sermon was 
preached on that Occaſion by the Learned 


and Pious Ms. Obadiah Hugbes. His Corps 


was convey'd by Sea to Greenwich- Houſe, 
where it lay in State for ſome Time, and it 


had a little Air of good Omen for all Sea- 


faring Perſons, that his Corps was reſted in 


a Place where afterwards the moſt magnificent 
and beſt endowed Hoſpital in the World, for 
old and diſabled Seamen, was erected. 

Tho? no Funeral Pomp could be in any 
Manner equal to theServices and Merit of this 
illuſtrious Commander, yet the Government 

beſtowed on his Corps thoſe Honours which 
were then pay'd to deceaſed Heroes. From 
Greenwich it was conveyed by Water, on 

the 4th of September following, with all due 


Solemnity, in-a Barge of State, covered with 


black Velvet, adorned with Eſcutcheons and 


Pencils, actompanied by his Brother Mr. 
 Humphry Blake, his Relations and Servants, 
in Mourning Habits, together with the 
_Pryvy-Council, the Lords of the Admiralty, 
the Commiſſioners of the Navy, the Lord- 
Mayor and Aldermen of London, the Field 
Officers of the Army, and ſeveral other Per- 
ſons of Honour and Quality, a great 
Number, in Boats covered all with 
Mourning, 


+ 
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Mourning, and marſhalled by Heralds at 


1 Arms, who directed and attended the Pro- 


cCeſſion. 


In chis Order they paſſed to Weftminſter- _ 


Bridge, and, at their Landing, proceeded in 
the ſame Manner, thro' a Guard of ſeveral 
Regiments of Foot Soldiers, to Weſtminſter- 
Abbey z where the Corps was interred in a 
Vault, made on Purpoſe, in Henry the VIIth's 
Chappel. And let us aſk the moſt; preju- 

diced Enemies to his Cauſe, if there could 
be a Place too honourable to lay the Bones 
of ſo brave a Soldier, and ſo true a Lover of 
his Country, who, within the Compaſs of five 
Years, obtained more Naval Victories over 
The Enemies of England, than had, or has 


been, obtained before or ſince : Victories To 


glorious, fo compleat, and of ſuch Impor- 


tance to the Publick, that one of them, nay, 
the leaſt of them, would be thought an Em- 


belliſhment ig the Life of a maritime Hero. 
To fay no more of the immenſe Treaſures he 
ſent Home, of the Fleets, of the Prizes, 


with which, from Time to Time, he en- 


riched and delighted his Country; of the 
Numbers of Eugliſp he redeemed from Bar- 
dary Slavery; of the glorious and advanta- 


gious Treaties he made with all Maritime 
— Powers 3 of the Satisfaction he demanded 


and received from many of thoſe Powers 
that had, before thoſe Treaties, dared to 


injure or affront the Zngiyb ; of the Money 


which 


3 
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which he obliged the Pope to pay to theHere- 
ticks, whom his People had pilferred ; of 


his vindicating the Religion, Honour and bb 


Liberty of his Country; and of his aſſerting 


and fixing the Sovereignty of the. Sea, not | 


only 1n the Channel, but in the Streights, in 


the North, and in all Parts of the Chriſtian | 


World. 


But after the tales. to the 2 
Infamy of thoſe who could ſuffer, much 
more command, ſuch a Deed ! were the 


ſacred Remains of this General, whoſe Me- 


mory and Fame will be immortal; hawled 
our of the Place where they were depoſited, 
and caſt intoa Pit; an Action at which m1 


Reader muſt feel a like Dereſtation as I, of 


which a modern Hiſtorian writes, ** Cum 
'« hals and Mamalukes would have adored 
the Relicks of a General that had gained 


Victories in the Publick Service, dragged 


cc 


_ with the Dirt of a Ditch.“ ” 


one Battle for them. Here is the Corps of 
a a Captain, whoſe Life had been a Series of 


from the Place of its Burial, to be covered 2 
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Hi 1 in Publick, Do- 
 meſiick, and Private Life, and 


ſome Account A the — 1 
he left. i — 


SK RP | 


* 


— — 


S to his Character, his perſonal Quali- 

ties and Conduct, before I enter on 

them myſelf, let me give it in the Words of 

\ thoſe, who, by no Means, can be thought 

to favour the General, as they were Ene- 

mies to the Cauſe he ſerved. To begin with 

the Earl of Clarendon, who was Prime Mi- 

niſter in England, when the dead Body f/ 

Admiral Blake was ſo treated. His Words - = 

are: . DET | 

He was the fird Man who declined the Old | 

Tract, and made it matifef, that the Science 

of Sea Service might be attained in leſs Time 

than was imagined, and deſpiſed thoſe Rules 

that bad been long in Practice, to keep his 

Ship and his Men cut of Danger ;, which bad 

been held, in former Times, @ Point of great 

Ability and Circumſpection, as if the principal 

Al, requiſite in the Captain of a Ship, had 

een 10 be ſure to come Home ſaſe again. He 

was the firs? Man * brought Ships to contemn F 
| | | C | + 
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Caſtles on Shore, | which had been thought ever 
very formidable, and were diſcovered by him, 
to 2 a Noiſe only, and to fright thoſe ub 
could rarely be burt by them, He was the 
firs that infuſed that Proportion of Courage into 
he Seamen, by making them ſee, by Experience, 
hat mighty Things they could do if they were 
reſolved, and taught p56 10 fight in Fire as 

well as upon Water. 

He was a fortunate Vindicator of his Coun- 
try's Privileges, from the Encroachments of in- 
ſulting Neighbours, a viflorious Enemy of the 
Spaniards 3 highly valued by all, even of the 
Royalifts. He devoted. himſelf wobolly 20 the 
Public Service; was reſolute in his Under- 
takings, and mos faithful in the Performance 
of them. With him Valour ſeldom mif its Ne. 
ward, or Cowardice, its Puniſhment. | ; 
__ + Heath, the Chronicler, another Enemy _ 
ebe Cauſe General Blake ſerved, thought 
himſelf obliged to pay this Homage to his 
Character and the Truth. © 
He was, ſays he, a Man of eminent For- 
 titude, both Afive and Paſſtve., A Maſter 
f as many Succeſſes and Achievements, as 
any Perſon, except Cromwell, being never 
tor ſted but once in his whole Warfare, and 
that was in the Downs by Van Tromp, 
and bad merited exceedingly of bis. Coun- 
try, bad he been as tender of its Homebred 
as. Foreign Honour, of which he was zealouſ- 
to obſervant, it TY for bis Argument 10 


keep 
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| feep the Fleet free from Diviſions or Factions u por 


the News of 'the ſeveral "Changes in England. 
To end with the Words of a later Hiſto- 
| rian, his and my Countryman. 


He was jealous of the Liberty of the Subje, 


and of the Glory of his Nation ; ey as hemade 


wo Uſe of poor Artifices 40 raiſe himſelf to ihe 
 bigheft Command ut Sea, ſo be needed no Inte- 


reſt, but his Merit, to ſupport him in il. He 
| feorned nothing more than Money, whirh, a3 
fas? as it came in, cas as fat laid out by bim 


in the Service of the State; and io ſhew that be 


was animated by that brave Publick Spirit, 
whith has been ſince reckoned rather Rymantick 


2 Heroick. He was fo diſintereſted, that ibo 


fare bad more Opportunities &enrich himſelf 
e, who bad taken ſo many Millions from 


TX x 0 of Fagland, yet be thr it all into 
the Public Treaſury, and did not dye One 


thouſand j ve hundred Pounds richer than his 
Father left him. 

Admiral Blake, as to his Perſon, was of 
a Middle Stature, abour Five Feet and Aa 
Half, a little inclining to Corpulence 3 he was 
of a freſh, ſanguine Complexion, his Hair of 
the frizled Kind, and, as was then much the 


when he was any ways provoked. He was 


commonly very plain in his Dreſs, but when 


he was Abroad, and appeared as General, 


was always as became his Rank, with a Re. 


Frye of —— He was Religious, ac- 


cording 


Mode, he wore Whiſkers, which he carled 
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cording to the Profeſſion he made; it would 
be a Kind of leſſening him, to ſuppole he 
could ever Swear prophanely, and that he 
never did was generally aſſerted and known. 

I was told by a Countryman of his and 
mine, Mr. Thomas Bear of Bridgewater, 
when he was afterwards Mayor of that 
Town, that tho' he was with him two or 
three Years, and officiated, and lay in his 
_ own Cabin, he never heard an Oath ſworn 
aboard that Ship, or indeed aboard the whole 
Fleet. I have had this corffirmed by many 
others, and I rather mention it, to ſhew. 
how idle, as well as very wicked, is the Pre- 
tence, That Sea Service cannot * carried on 
without ſwearing for the beſt, both Land and 
Sea Service that England could ever boaſt of, 

was ſo carried on. 

It has been fajd, that Garial Blake pray d 
himſelf aboard his Ship with ſuch of his 
Men as could be admitted to that Duty with 
him, and the laſt Thing he did, afterhe had_ 
given bis Commands and Word to his Men, 
in order to retire to his Bed, was to pray 

Wich the before- mentioned Mr. Bear; when 
that was over, he was wont to ſay, Thomas, 
bring me the pretty Cup: of Sack, which he did 
with a Cruſt of Bread ; he would then ſit 
down, and give Thomas Liberty to do the 
fame, and enquire what News he had heard 
of his Bridgewater Men that Day, and talk 
of the People and Affairs of the 1 
| en 


'then 1 


114 The LIFE 


Then eating a little Bread, with two or 
three Glaſſes of Canary Wine, he, with To- 
mags Aſſiſtance, went to his Bed; the 
moſt Part of his Sleep was very ſound for 


four or five Hours, and then, as the Cabin 


Word is, He turned out. 

His Look inclined rather to the Stern than 
the Soft, and he rever fell into any kind of 
Drollery, yet would often be pleaſant, and 


; generally affected to expreſs his Pleaſantry 


in ſome Latin Verſe or Saying, of which he 
had always the moſt proper ad Unguem, being 
an excellent Schollar, as well as an excellent 
Soldier. As to his Deportment it was always 
very grave, but not with the Stiffneſs which 


incumbered the Manners of thoſe Times, 


when innocent Pleaſantry and warrantable 


Freedom were rejected as Anti-Scriptural z as 


if indeed Life had been a Sin, and to endea- 
vour to make it comfortable and pleafant 
was to deſtroy the Uſe. for which it was 
given, But Admiral Blake's Deportment 
was ſo much in his Nature, that had the 
Liber ay and Frolick of this pre — Age been 
Vogue, he would have b 

Man as he was, and made his Men be the 
ſame Men as they were. There was in this 


Gravity of his, nothing of that Pride, that 
haughty, over-bearing Spirit, that rough _ 


and forbidding Air, which is too . much af. 
fected by modern Sea Officers. Admiral 
Blake took Pleaſure in diverting himſelf ” 

iS 
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N and other Officers, in general 


and agreeable Converſation; which was 
ſometimes cheared alſo with what he called 
his pretty Cup of Sack, but with exemplary 
Moderation. He never made any Start into 
Intemperance, and abhored Riot and Glut- 
tony; his Diet was very ſparing, and moſt- 
ly of his own Country Fare. Somerſelſpire 
Bread and Cheeſe, and Beer, he preferred to 
any other, and his Purveyor for theſe Things 
was the ſame Mr. Thomas Bear, from whom I” 
had Particulars enough of his Life, having lived 
many Years in Intimacy with him, but I 
can recover no more of them, Mr. Bear ha- 
ving been dead above forty Years, and L 
could not have remembered theſe at ſo great 
a Diſtance of Time, had not my Veneration 
for the Memory of this my illuſtrious Coun- 
tryman put me upon often recollecting theſe 

Things in my Mind and repeating them. 

His Tendernefs and Generoſity to the Sea- 
men ſo endeared him to them, that when he 
died, they lamented his Loſs as a common 
3 ather, He was the more enclined to this 
generous Dealing with his Sailors, as he was 
a Man of unparallelled Diſintereſt. He 
ſeemed to be animated by no Spirit but that 


of the Publick ; we whenever the Parlia- 


ment made him Preſents, as they often did, 

of Gold Chains, Diamond Rings, Medals, 
Sc. he always expreſſed the Manner th which 

he took them, as before hinted, The ſmall, 
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or rather no Improvement of his private 
Eſtate, is an unqueſtionable Proof of this 
Diſintereſt of his; for he who enriched his 


| guy”, with ſo many Millions, and had ſo 
many Opportunities of amaſſing Plumbs, as is 


now the Phraſe, to himſelf, and that with 
Security to his Honour, died fo little richer 


than his Father left him, tis not worth men- 
tioning, He uſed to take much Pleaſure to 
walk in his Lands at or near Kuoll, about two 
Miles from Bridgewater ; in which Walks he 
was very contemplative, and J have heard his 


© 


Brother ſay, who was wont ſo to do himſelf, 


that he learn'd it by his Practice with him. 

He was fo attached to the Service of his 
Country, that he never encumbered himſelf 
with the Cares of a F amily, living and dy- 
ing a Batchelor, tho? ſome would inſinuate, 
thats, as far as his Religion would allow, he 
had a Monkiſh Turn; and others, that he 
was a Womar-hater, as by theſe Verſes, bad 
enough,and alſo particular enough,tho' written 
and printed by no mean Pen for that 5 ime. 


Here lies a Man, 3 AY and Holland 


ſhake, 


Made France to tremble, and the Turks to 
quake. 


TDI. be tam d Men, but i a Lady flood 
bs n, 11 W 4 Palſy in bis Blood. 
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Cupid's Aniagons?, who m his Life, lt 
Had Fortune as familiar as à Wife. 
A ſliff, hard iron Soldier, for be, 
I ſeems, had more of Mars than Mercury. 
At Sea be thunder'd, calm'd each raging Wave, 
Ad now he's dead, uw thund'ring to his Grave. 


. The thundering there refers to the Vollies, 
great and ſmall, which were intended to do 
Honour to the AdmiraPs Interment by the 
Soldiers, who had conquer'd thoſe who after- 

0 wards diſinterred him. 

As Admiral Blake was a Batchelor, there 
are no Remains of his Family left, but what 
deſcended from Mr. Humpbry Blake, his Bro- 
ther, who fuffered ſo many Hardſhips for 
Non-Conformity in the latter End of the 
Reign of King Charles Il. that he was forced 
to fell the Eſtate his Brother left him, an 

tranſport himſelf and Family to Carolina. As 
then boarded with his eldeſt Daughter, ſhe. 
took me with her when ſhe attended her Father 
to take Shipping at Start- Point, where was 
then the greateſt Ship which, at that Time, 
had been ſeen there, being above Two hun- 
dred Tons, hired to tranſport this Gentle- 
man and his Family, and many others, to the 
New Settlement at Carolina. Very yourg asl 
was, I could not but take Notice of the man- 
ly Concern which Mr. Humphry Blake ſnewed, 
not without Tears, at the leaving his dear 
| / | Country, 
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Country, and ſo many dear Friends as there 
attended him, driven from them all, purely 
for Conſcience- ſake; the Merit of his illuſtrious 
Brother was more than ſufficient, one would 
think, to have procured for him the ſame 
Favour as a Wiliſbire Clothier obtained from 
the reſtor'd King, to be exempted from the 
Perſecution of the Spiritual Court; but it was 


not in the Character of Mr. Blake, the Admi- | 


ral's Brother, to ſtay on ſuch Terms in Eng- 
land, could he have obtained them, while his 
Proteſtant Brethren were ſo cruelly dealt with. 

Some T ime after Mr. Blake and his Fami- 
ly's Arrival at Carolina, Foſeph Moreton, Eſq; 
the Governor, married his youngeſt Daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Sara Blake; the elder, Mrs. Eli- 
Zzabeth Biake, a very agreeable young Gentle- 
woman, was not ſo haſty to remove thither 
as her Father and Family, but followed them 


a Month or two after, and died in her Paſſage, 


or ſoon after her Arrival in Carolina. Mr. 


Humphrey Blake's only Son, Jueps Blake, Eſq; 


who was, in a few Years after - his Arrival 
there, made Governor, behaved in that Go- 
vernment with general Applavſe-z an *tis ob- 

ſerved of him, in the Hiſtory of the Weſt-In- 
dies, that tho he was a Diſſenter himſelf, and, 
as we have ſaid, was forced to leave his Coun- 
try for being one, yet he was the firſt Mover 
in, and the firſt Governor that eſtabliſhed a 


ſettled Income, with very handſome Allow- 


ances, for a Church of England Miniſter. 
"= e . Governor 
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Governor Blake's Grandſon, Joſepb Blake,Eſqs 


was one of the Lords P roprictaries of Caroli- 
na, when that Proprietary was ſold to the 
Crown, and the Name and, Family are now 
in that Province among the firſt of their 
Quality 
- i Blake had two Daughters 
marited at Bridgewater, which included his 
Race. The one married Mr. George Crane, 
a Grocer, and afterwards Burgeſs in Parlia- 
ment for Bridgewater ; the other was married 
to Mr. Jobn Norman, Son of that eminent 
Puritan Divine Mr. Jobn Norman, A.M. 
Vicar of Bridzewater ; by both theſe Marri- 
ages there are now Poſterity at or neat Bridge- 
Taler; and if I do not mention them more 
ae e it is becauſe I am convinced by 
their deviating from the Principles and Man- 
ners of Mr. Blake, the Admirals Brother, 
they would not think themſelves obliged to 
me for it, which is all that has happened 
within my Knowledge of Admiral Blake's 
Family. 
The Prevalence of Party in the Admiral's 
native Town, Bridgewater, loſt him, as has 
been faid, his Election there for the Long Par- 
liament. A more pleaſant Incident of that 
Kind, happened' to his glorious Memory to 
my own Knowledge, eighteen or twenty 
Years fince, when a Tory Family that dwelt 
near it, of his Blood as well as Name, boggled 
at owning it, on Account of his having been a 
Puritan 


320 - The LIFE of 
| Puritan and Common-wealth*'s Man, two ex- 
cellent Terms in the genuine uncorrupted Senſe 
of the Words; and a Whig Family of the 
Name, probably not of the Blood, was 
very fond of being thought ſo. This has 
been hinted before, and, ſince that, I have 
been informed --of another Inſtance of Diſre- 
gard to his Memory in his own native Town, 
where, however, it is in the higheſtVeneration 
with all ſober and reputable People, and 
| lighted only by ſuch ſtupid Zealots as his 
T8 Name-fake juſt mentioned, who deſerves 
not to be thought a-kin to him. | 
3 My Informer not dating his Information, I 
wn | gueſs that General Blake made his Will when 
7 : | ; . 1 5 | ., 3 
1 he entered into Military Service, to ſecure 
the Succeſſion of his Effects to his Bro- 
fi ther, I imagine this, becauſe it is pru- 
dent for Men, who are about to enter upon 
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| if the Hazards of War, to have a Will execu- 
1 ted for the Security of what Effects they have 
co diſpoſe of to thoſe for whom they intend 
them. I am apt to think the General made 


C | | his Will fo early, from the Smallneſs of his 
Legacy to the Poor of Bridgewater, under 
{ - Two hundred Pounds, which he bequeathed 
do be laid cut in Land, and the yearly In- "I 
E | come of it to be diftributed weekly in Bread, 
as Alms. This was accordingly done, but 
Ft King Charles II. coming in, ſoon after, and 

the Corporation Teſt having put that Bo- 

rough, as well as others, into the Hands of 
/ 7 : | * 


"LY > , ; < . 
4 4 1 11 % 
%* © x o , 7 
L 8 ; 
_—_ , 
4 7 X 


& — 


N 


1 = 
7 A . « * 
2 [A 2 y 


\ Admiral Braxe. 121 


Men of Reſtoration Principles, not the leaſt © 


Notice was taken of Admiral Blake in the 
Diſtribution of his Legacy, which, from the 
Field or Fields, his Money purchaſed, ' was 


called Jacob's Land- Charity; and the immor- 
tal Name of the Admiral ſunk as unworthy 


to be recorded by ſo loyal and worſhipful a 


Body, infomuch that ſcarce any one knew the 


General had been any Way concerned init. L 

did not know it, tho? I lived in and frequent- 

ed the Place near fifty Years. I took it to 

be Jacob's Charity, as well as Facob's Land, 

till even in this preſent Reign, George Balch, 
Eſqz Son“ of Robert Balch, Eſq; botl before 
mentioned, who was one of the Truſtees for 

this Bequeſt, obſerved to the two others, 
Mr. Feanes and Mr. Pitman, honeſt Men of 
Brideewater. It was a Shame to forget General 
Blake, in the Diſtribution of his Legacy, which 
ſhould go no more by the Name of Jacob's Land, 
but of Admiral Blake's Charity, by which it 
has ever ſince been known. 
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He deſtroyed the Spaniſß Fleet, | 


| defended by . orts and Batteries aſhore, 
| A N D 


| kd Vannon' $s Glorious Action at Portio 


Bello, where he deſtroyed the Spaniſh Ca- 
ſtles and Forts aſhore, and deſtroyed or 
took what Ships the Spaniards had in the 
„ 


8 ſons, that they are odious, was 
"7 ever juſt, *tis certainly ſo in 
PS this. Caſe, and therefore 1 will 


attempt one, but only to offer ſome Circum- 


ſtances, wherein, if chere is a ſmall Parellel 
4 
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between 


not be ſo preſumpruous as to 
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between the Actions themſelves, the Parallel is 
great between the Conduct and Courage of 


the Admirals; and it muſt be confeſs d, if 


Admiral Blake's Enterprize was the more 
daring in the Execution, Admiral Vernon's 
was the more daring in the Deſign; which, 
however, will ſtill redound to the Honour of - 
Blake,” inſomuch as he, according to Lord 
| Clarendon, was the firſt who taught Sea-Cap- 


| - rains that Caſtles of Stone, at Land, might as 


well be encountered by them on Coaſts, as 
_ Caſtles of Wood at Sea. „ 
Admiral Yernen had but ſix Men of War 
with him, that might carry about Three 
hundred and ſixty Guns, and he had to er- 
counter with two great and ſtrong Caltles, 
and a ſtrong Fort, which had One hundred 
and fifty large Pieces of Ordnance, to fire 
upon his few Ships, as faſt as they came 
within Gun-ſhot z yet Vernon, defying fo 
much terrible Fire, bore up to the firſt Ca- 
ſtle, with two or three Ships only, fir'd on 
the Batteries with his {mall Arms, drove 
off the Spaniards, and cleared the Way for 
his Seamen and Soldiers to land, which they 
did with ſo much Intrepidity, that the Ene- 
my ſoon hung out the White-Flag, and accept- 
ed of the Capitulation the Eng Admiral 
thought fit to give them, which was follow- 
ed by their greateſt and ſtrongeſt Caſtle, and 
no farther Oppoſition made by them. Here 
tis very plain, the well-concerted Condett 
IS e 2 8 
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and undaunted Reſolution of the Admiral 
threw the Enemy into ſuch a Panick, that 
the Work was made ſhort to the Enzlifb by it; 
whereas, if the Spaniards had but made Uſe 


of a Quarter part of the Powder, which re- 
mained in their Store when it was taken, in 


firing from their formidable Caſtles, the Enxg- 
lib muſt have loſt Numbers of Men, and 
their Ships been ſhattered and torn in a miſe- 
rable Manner, tho' the Bravery of the Admi- 


ral's Officers and Seamen promiſed them 


Victory, had the Spaniards made their utmoſt 
Efforts againſt them. = 


Tis, without doubt, the Iron Fort and Glo- 


ria Caſtle, at Porto Bello, were of greater 


Strength than the ſeven Forts at Sana Cruz, 
and Admiral Vernon a) all the Reaſon in the 


| World to expect, that he muſt either batter 
_ down the ſtrong Forts andCaltles there, or that 


they would batter his Ships to Pieces, if he did 
not quit his Enter prize. Tis plain his Re ſolution 


in the Attack was equal to Admiral Hlałe's, it the 


Strength and Peril he was to encounter were 
equal ; for the Panick his briſk Fire threw the 


Spaniards into, and theSurrender that followed, 


rather encreaſes than diminithes the Glory of 
Admiral Vernou's Victory, inaſmuch as the 


leſs Blood is ſpilt in any difficult Conqueſt, it 


is the more glorious to the Conqueror: Slaugh- 
ter, Rapine, and Spoil, being only not Wick= 
ed and deteſtable, when a juſt War can- 
not be carried on without them. Had the 


Spamards 
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Spaniards at Porto Bello made a longer and 
ſtouter Reſiſtance, the Engliſh might have 

ſuftered more, but they could not have gained 

more than they did. Therefore nothing is to 
be conſidered in both theſe wonderful Actions, 
but the Face of the Danger and Conduct of 


the Admirals to ſurmount it. The Face of 


the Danger muſt have been the more formi- 
dable in Admiral Blake's Time, for that it/ 
was nat then thought practicable to beat down 
Frortiſications aſhore by Ship Guns at Sea; bur 
that Admiral had encountered that Difficulty 
before at Jerſey, Tunis, c. 1 
TDiis certain, the Tron Fort at Porto Bello and 
Gloria Caſtle were ſtronger than the Caſtle, the 
Forts and the Lines, at Sancta Cruz ; but at 
the latter there were beſides, fix huge Galleons 
in the Harbour, poſted like ſo many Caſtles 
with their Broadfides againſt the Engliſp, and 

behind them ten other Galleons, rather bigger 
than leſs, to ſupport them. The ſix former 
fired without ceaſing, till the Exgliſß came 
Board and Board, ſet them in a Flame, and 
conſumed them all. The leaſt of theſe Spaniſh 
Ships was bigger than the biggeſt of the Exg- 
liſo, and were beſides defended by the Caſtle, 
the Forts and Lines, manned with Muſke- 
teers. The Spaniards fought four Hours 
with their utmoſt Bravery, but the Engliſh 
fought with more; and when the Galleons 
were burnt, the Forts aſhore were ſoon aban- 
doned by the Enemy, the Eugliſb raking 
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them with their Cannon from their Ships, and 2 


Tendering them untenable. 


Tis obvious, the ſame Conduct and briſk 
Execution at Sanda Cruz as at Porio Bello, 


would ſoon have driven the Spaniards out of 


© theſe ſeven Forts. There were as many Guns 

in one of the Caſtles at Porto Bello, as in the 

Caſt le and all the Forts at Sancta Crux; bur 

the Poſition of the latter, and the Line of 

Muſketeers, gave the Enemies Fire greater 

65 than it appeared to have had at Porto 
0. 


Admiral Blake had twenty-two Men of 


War, Admiral Vernon had but fix; all that 
can farther be ſaid, and, indeed, the Sum of 


the Whole is, the Spaniards fought well a 
SanttaCruz, and did not fo fight at Poric Bello, 
tho”, if theyhad fought, as Matters were con- 
certed and executed, Admiral Vernon would 
doubtleſs have gone thro? the Work he {et 


about. The Spaniards were of the ſame Opi-- 
nion, who beſt knew their own Strength, and 


had felt but Part of Admiral FVerncn's. Their 
Surrender, to prevent their feeling more of it, 
proves, they deſpair'd of beipg able to refit 


The Spaniards aſhore at Saudta Cruz, muſt 
needs have been diſpirited, to the laſt Degree, 
at the Sight of ſixteen of their bulky Gal- 
leons, loaden with Treaſure, in Flames; and 
*tis no wonder they made a weaker Defence 
afifr wards. The Eugliſo muſt have gained 
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Spirit, in Proportion as the others loſt it; 
Plunder, by the Deſtruction of the Galleons, 


and the ſinking or removing the Plate, muſt 
have rather enrag'd than damp'd them. 


The Engliſh at Porto Bello, if any Thing 


could have diſpirited them, might have felt 
their Courage much abate at the Sight of ano- 
ther Caſtle ſo near the Iron Fort, mych ſtron- 


ger in Men and Guns, to be muſtered before 


they came at the Town; but the Shot of the 
Engliſh Ships reaching over the Caſtle, into the 
Place, and threatning the Governor in his 


Houſe, ſo magnified and multiplied his and his 


and the Diſappointment in their Hopes of 


Men's Fears, that they had no Heart to truſt 


their Safety to Gloria Caſile, tho? it had One 
hundred Guns wherewith to defend them, 

All that was intended by thefe occaſional 
Reflections, was to ſhew, that there are the 
ſame Seeds of Courage in Engliſb Hearts, in our 
Times, as were in Admiral Blake's ; and that 
if his Victory at Sancta Cruz is never to be for- 
gotten, Admiral Vernon's at Porto Bello is to 
be always remembered to the Glory of thoſe 
brave Engliſhmen: Times are the only Hin- 
drance toa Compariſon between them. Ad- 


miral Vernon could not do what Admira! 


Blake did; in ſome Caſes his Powers being 
more limitted. Admiral Blake was a Plent- 
potentiary-Admiral, and was authorized to 
take Occaſion by the Forelock, as his Judg- 
ment directed him; he often did it, and al- 
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have good Rea ſon t 


by the period in which they both lived, wherein 
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ways to the Advantage of the Nation. And 
1 am farisfied, Admiral Ver non wil never 


miſs any Occaſion ol doing the like, in the 
us and important Station in which the 


 Publicks Service has placed him; and cis . 


but Juſtice to his 


vit to obſerve, that we 
| believe, as we read the 


_ glonous Exploits & Admiral Blake, that 


there is not one off 


em, wherein, had Ad- 
miral Vernon been In the Hike Siuarion nd 
ded 


Service; he would n6t.cqually have ſuc 

and ſhined, as far as Courage, Conduct, Fi- 
delity and Zeal for his Country's' Welfare 
could contribute to it. Inall theſe Things, 


theſe Qualities, truly heroick, a Compari- 


fon would hold good ; and as to Principles, 
Religious and Civil, they muſt be meaſured 


each followed the Opinions that prevailed, 
and each purſuing what he thought was right, 
with a ſteady View to the Publick Intereſt, 
Honour and Safety ; Compariſon would not 
be much broken in the Chain on that Ac- 


count; but, as I ſaid before, it would be odi- 
dus to make one, as well as difficult; and 
we have only ſketch'd a few Out- lines of the 


Character of thoſe two famous Sea Com- 


manders, leaving their Picture to be perfect- 
ed by ſome abler Hand, tho' none will ever 


ve found more willing. | «SRO 
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